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ANNUAL  REPORT  AS  TO  HEALTH  RETURNS  AND  STATISTICS  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNTY  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 

County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  as  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  being  the  report  for  the  year  1920. 

From  a public  health  point  of  view,  the  most  noticeable  advances  of  the  year  have  been  the  submission 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  of  a scheme  for  the  institutional  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  taking  of  vigorous 
measures  to  ensure  the  production  of  clean  milk,  the  latter  item  having  been  the  occasion  of  much  favourable 
comment  in  various  sections  of  the  Press,  both  lay  and  scientific. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  their  valued  co-operation  and  help 
in  dealing  with  sanitary  affairs  in  their  several  areas. 

Believe  me,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Richmond  House,  J.  P.  WALKER,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

3,  The  Strand,  Ryde,  I.W. 

August  4th,  1921. 


Since  the  bulk  of  this  report  was  written,  the  preliminary  report  of  the  Census  taken  on  19th — 20th  June, 
1921,  has  been  issued,  and  the  results  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  are  as  follows  : — 


District. 

Area  in 
Statute 
Acres 
(Land  & 
Inland 
Water). 

Population. 

Variation  in  Inter-censal 
Period  (Persons). 

I9H. 

1921. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Ratio 

1921-1911 

Rural  District 

86,925 

31,059 

16,194 

14,865 

30,925 

14,906 

16,019 
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IOO 

Municipal  Boroughs  and 

Urban  Districts 

7,221 

57T27 

25,205 

31,922 

63,772 

27,233 

36,539 

6,645 

— 

1 12 

Whole  County 

94,146 

88,186 

41,399 

46,787 

94,697 

42,139 

52,558 

6,511 

— 

IO7 

Cowes 

586 

9,635 

4,632 

5,003 

9,998 

4,676 

5,322 

363 

IO4 

East  Cowes 

604 

4,659 

2,289 

2,370 

4,636 

2,286 

2,350 

— ■ 

23 

IOO 

Newport  M.B. 

504 

11,154 

5,344 

5,810 

11,036 

5T7I 

5,865 

— 

Il8 

99 

Ryde  M.B.  

820 

IO,6o8 

4,275 

6,333 

11,295 

4,570 

6,725 

687 

— 

106 

St.  Helens  ... 

1,941 

4,982 

2,190 

2,792 

5,706 

2,357 

3,349 

724 

— 

115 

Sandown 

1,223 

5,551 

2,264 

3,287 

7,664 

2,992 

4,672 

2,H3 

— 

138 

Shanklin  

798 

4,751 

1,839 

.2,912 

7,374 

2,784 

4,590 

2,623 

— 

155 

Ventnor  

745 

5,787 

2,372 

3,4i5 

6,063 

2,397 

3,666 

276 

— 

105 

I.W.  Rural  District 

86,925 

31,059 

16,194 

14,865 

30,925 

14,906 

16,019 

* 

134 

IOO 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  details  that  in  1921  the  populations  of  East  Cowes,  Newport,  and  the 
Rural  District  have  decreased,  whilst  the  others  have  increased.  The  later  time  of  year — June  (instead  of  April) 
— and  the  fine  holiday  season,  must  be  the  cause  of  this  increase  in  most  instances,  and  may  even  be  the  cause  of 
the  decrease  where  such  has  occurred.  There  being  much  unemployment  in  Cowes,  East  Cowes,  and  elsewhere, 
a number  of  the  regular  population  may  be  on  the  mainland  looking  for  work.  The  above  table  refers  to  the 
whole  population,  not  merely  the  civilian,  as  does  Table  A. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


The  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1920  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  Districts  within  the 
Administrative  County,  as  submitted  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council,  in  pursuance  of  Section  24  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were  received  as  follows  : — 


Accompanying  Reports. 

Area. 

Medical  Officer. 

Date  received. 

Style. 

Sanitary 

Inspector’s. 

Factory,  &c., 
Acts. 

Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  ... 

Dr.  J.  A.  Gibson 

May  19,  1921 

Printed 

Yes 

Yes 

Urban  Districts — 

Cowes  

Dr.  T.  A.  Mayo 

April  26,  1921 

Typewritten 

Yes 

Yes 

East  Cowes  

Dr.  J.  A.  Gibson 

April  26,  1921 

Typewritten 

Yes 

Yes 

St.  Helens  ...  

Dr.  L.  L.  Preston 

June  17,  1921 

Typewritten 

Yes 

Yes 

Sandown 

Dr.  A.  Barber 

June  22,  1921 

Printed 

Yes 

No 

Shanklin 

Dr.  J.  Cowper 

June  8,  1921 

Typewritten 

No 

No 

Ventnor 

Dr.  R.  T.  Cooke 

June  17,  1921 

Typewritten 

Yes 

Yes 

Boroughs — 

No 

Newport 

Dr.  S.  Foster 

June  22,  1921 

Printed 

Yes 

Ryde 

Dr.  P.  D.  Turner 

May  10,  1921 

Printed 

No 

No 

Cowes  Port  Sanitary  Authority 

Dr.  T.  A.  Mayo 

March  19,  1921 

Typewritten 

No 
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A.— Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Districts. 

POPULATION. 

The  total  population  at  the  ign  Census  was  ascertained  to  be  88,186,  but  owing  to  the  war,  with  its 
losses  and  removals,  the  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Island  has  been  recently  calculated  by  other  methods 
than  the  pre-war  usual  logarithmic  plan  for  the  inter-censal  years,  with  the  result  that  for  birth-rates  its  civilian 
population  for  1920  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  being  84,655,  and  for  death-rates  83,018. 

Certainly  the  Census  ought  to  be  taken  at  least  each  five  years,  instead  of  each  ten  years  as  at  present, 
and  a local  Census  should  be  taken  even  more  frequently  than  that  under  special  circumstances. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  is  an  island  of  rhombic  or  diamond  shape,  off  the  South  Coast  of  England,  separated 
from  the  mainland  by  the  Solent  and  Spithead.  Its  extreme  length  from  east  to  west  is  22^  miles,  and  its 
greatest  width  from  north  to  south  is  13^  miles.  Its  area  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  is  94,146  acres,  or 
147. 1 square  miles.  Many  people  who  have  never  been  here  imagine  the  Island  to  be  a long  way  from  the 
mainland,  and  believe  it  is  as  difficult  of  access  and  as  trying  to  get  there  as  it  is  to  go  to,  say,  the  Isle  of  Man 
or  the  Channel  Islands,  whereas  it  is  only  a mile  distant  from  the  mainland  at  its  nearest  western  end,  and  3^  miles 
at  its  eastern  extremity,  and  there  are  altogether  in  summer,  regularly  running  every  weekday,  large  passenger 
steamers  making  35  journeys  in  all  from  the  mainland,  and  a similar  number  of  journeys  back  again  to  either 
Lymington,  Southampton,  Southsea,  or  Portsmouth  Harbour,  and  fourteen  boats  are  run  each  way  on  a Sunday. 
In  addition  to  these  large  boats,  smaller  ones  are  run  at  intervals  from  Southsea  Pier. 

This  item  is  again  mentioned,  since  invalids  can  be  conveyed  here  with  every  consideration  as  to  comfort 
and  without  undue  fatigue  through  waiting  for  boats. 

A range  of  high  chalk  downs  crosses  the  Island  from  east  to  west,  terminating  seaward  in  the  Culver  Cliffs 
and  the  cliffs  near  Totland  respectively.  It  is  breached  eastward  by  the  Eastern  Yar,  flowing  north-east;  in 
the  centre  by  the  Medina,  the  principal  stream  in  the  Island,  flowing  north;  and  by  another  Yar,  the  Western 
Yar,  flowing  north,  in  the  extreme  west.  These  downs  reach  a height  over  700  feet  west  of  the  Medina,  but 
east  of  it  do  not  greatly  exceed  400  feet.  The  slope  northward  is  gradual.  The  north-west  and  north-east  coasts, 
overlooking  the  Solent  and  Spithead  respectively,  rise  sharply,  but  hardly  ever  assume  the  cliff  form.  They 
are  beautifully  wooden,  and  broken  by  many  picturesque  estuaries,  such  as  those  of  the  Western  Yar  and  New- 
town on  the  north-west,  the  Medina  opening  northward  opposite  Southampton  Water,  and  Wootton  Creek  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Eastern  Yar  on  the  north-east.  The  streams  mentioned  rise  very  near  the  south  coast  of  the 
Island — the  Western  Yar  indeed  so  close  to  it  that  the  high  land  west  of  the  stream  is  nearly  insulated. 

A second  range  of  downs  in  the  extreme  south,  between  St.  Catherine’s  Point  and  Dunnose,  reaches  the 
greatest  elevations  in  the  Island,  nearly  800  feet  in  St.  Catherine’s  Hill  and  St.  Boniface  Down.  Below  these 
heights,  on  the  seaward  side,  occurs  the  remarkable  tract  known  as  the  Undercliff — a kind  of  terrace  formed  by 
the  collapse  of  rocks  overlying  soft  strata  (sand  and  clay)  which  have  been  undermined.  The  upper  cliffs  shelter 
this  terrace  from  the  north  winds.  The  climate  is  remarkably  mild,  and  many  delicate  plants  flourish  luxuriantly. 
This  part  of  the  Island  especially  affords  a winter  resort  for  sufferers  from  pulmonary  complaints. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  main  industries  of  the  Island  are  agriculture,  fishing,  and  shipbuilding.  In  the  coast  towns  catering 
for  the  visitors,  who  come  here  in  great  numbers  for  health  and  pleasure,  provides  occupation  for  many  house- 
holders. 

In  the  Rural  District  Report  it  is  stated  that  the  largest  amount  of  pauper  sickness  occurred  in  the  parish 
of  Brading  with  2.68  per  cent.,  the  next  largest  being  Gatcombe  with  1.08  per  cent.,  and  the  third  being  Freshwater 
with  1.06  per  cent.,  these  three  districts  containing  the  greatest  percentages  of  persons  in  receipt  of  pauper  relief, 
viz.,  3.26,  2.71,  and  2.31  respectively. 

Bonchurch,  Brooke,  Kingston,  Mottistone,  St.  Lawrence,  and  Yaverland  were  the  only  parishes  not  re- 
ceiving poor-law  relief  and  having  no  pauper  sickness;  whilst  Bembridge,  Binstead,  Brighstone,  Chale,  Niton, 
Northwood,  Shorwell,  Thorley,  and  Whitwell  all  received  some  poor-law  relief  but  had  no  pauper  sickness. 

There  are  general  hospitals  at  Ryde  (the  'Royal  Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital),  at  East  Cowes,  and 
Shanklin,  in  addition  to  the  Scio  Hospital  for  Children  at  Shanklin,  X-ray  appliances  being  installed  in  all  except 
the  last  named.  At  the  Ryde  Hospital  there  is  also  a Pathological  Laboratory. 

There  are  four  public  sanatoria  in  the  Island,  the  largest — -the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption, 
with  178  beds — being  at  St.  Lawrence,  and  accommodating  both  males  and  females  and  having  three  resident 
medical  officers  ; one  for  men  only  at  The  Hermitage,  Whitwell,  with  one  resident  medical  officer  ; one  for  women 
at  Hawthorndene,  Bonchurch,  accommodating  about  20  persons  ; and  St.  Catherine’s  Home  for  Children  at 
Ventnor,  where  educational  facilities  are  afforded  them  during  their  period  of  convalescence. 

There  is  also  an  Infirmary  at  Parkhurst  in  connection  with  the  Isle  of  Wight  Union,  and  a hospital  at 
Parkhurst  Barracks  for  the  soldiers,  and  a Convalescent  Home  for  Officers  at  Osborne  House,  the  home  of  the 
late  Queen  Victoria. 

Owing  to  the  removal  of  the  Naval  College  from  Whippingham  in  the  spring  of  1921,  the  hospital  for  the 
cadets  there  will  cease  to  be  used  as  such. 


THE  WAR. 

As  the  aftermath  of  the  Great  War  much  unemployment  and  distress  arose,  and  prices  of  commodities 
failed  to  drop  to  any  appreciable  extent,  whilst  the  cost  of  railway  travelling  was  increased  a further  25  per  cent, 
on  the  pre-war  rate,  third-class  fares  being  ifd.  per  mile. 

Road  motor  transport  came  into  much  greater  use. 

Further  and  more  serious  complaints  were  made,  and  in  public,  as  to  the  poor  pressure  and  quality  of  the 
gas  supplied  in  different  parts  of  the  Island.  A recent  issue  of  the  IAV.  County  Press  records  that  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  owing  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  gas,  had  been  unable  to  pump  sufficient  water,  and  had  consequently 
had  to  pay  some  £30  to  Newport  for  water. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  estimates  of  the  population  provided  by  the  Registrar  General  give  a population  of  84,655  for  birth- 
rate and  83,018  for  death-rate. 

As  many  are  puzzled  by  two  different  rates  being  quoted,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
resident  population,  there  are  a number  of  potential  fathers  serving  in  the  Army,  so  that  the  population  for  birth- 
rate purposes  is  estimated  at  a greater  number  than  for  death-rates. 

The  death-rates  given  in  Table  A are  those  of  Civilians  only. 
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Table  A. — Vital  Statistics  of  ali.  Districts  Turing  1920. 


Civil  Popula- 
tion estimated 

Net 

Total 

Deaths 

Transfer- 

able 

Deaths. 

Net  Deaths 

belonging  to  District.* 

to  middle  of 
the  year. 

Births. 

Registered 
in  District. 

Under  one 
year  of  age. 

At  All  Ages. 

District. 

For  Birth  Rate. 

For  Death  Rate 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Non-residents 

Registered 

in  District. 

Residents  not 

Registered 

in  District. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000 

net  births. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Urban  Districts — 

26888 

25407 

602 

22.3 

398 

15.6 

125 

28 

32 

53.1 

301 

11.8 

Cowes  ... 

11189 

11189 

198 

17.6 

106 

94 

0 

23 

9 

454 

129 

H-5 

East  Cowes 

5032 

5032 

118 

234 

61 

12. 1 

I 

6 

7 

59-3 

66 

131 

Newport 

11510 

11510 

309 

26.8 

121 

10.5 

7 

27 

14 

45.3 

141 

12.2 

Ryde  

10134 

10134 

214 

21. 1 

190 

18.7 

35 

27 

11 

514 

182 

17.9 

St.  Helens 

4894 

4894 

104 

21.2 

53 

10.8 

1 

19 

6 

57.6 

7i 

14-5 

Sandown 

5734 

5578 

hi 

19-3 

72 

12.9 

4 

14 

5 

45-o 

82 

147 

Shanklin 

4563 

4563 

72 

15-7 

56 

12.2 

10 

17 

4 

55-5 

63 

13.8 

Ventnor 

4711 

4711 

9i 

19.3 

86 

18.2 

12 

12 

5 

54-9 

86' 

18.2 

Whole  Count}- 

84655 

83018 

1819 

21.4 

ii43 

137 

195 

173 

93 

511 

1121 

, 13-5 

* Civilians  only. 


The  items  in  leaded  type  in  this  table  differ  from  those  presented  in  the  official  reports  of  the  local  Medical 

Officers  of  Health. 


An  interesting  article  on  “Male  Birth-rate  in  War  Time”  appeared  a little  time  ago  in  “The  Medical 
Officer,”  where  it  was  shown  that,  in  Leicestershire  at  any  rate,  the  belief  that  war  definitely  increases  the 
proportion  of  male  births  has  not  been  confirmed. 

It  is  admitted  that  usually  more  males  are  born  than  females  in  the  proportion  of  about  104  to  100,  but 
in  Leicestershire  the  actual  results  w’ere  : For  the  year  1915  and  onwards,  104.5,  105.5,  106.7,  100.3,  105.4,  and 
104.6  to  100  in  each  case. 

But  owing  to  the  higher  death-rate  among  males,  the  survivors  of  the  two  sexes  are  nearly  equal  in  number 
at  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  life,  and  afterwards  the  females  are  in  the  majority. 

In  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  the  last  five  3-ears  we  do  not  find  the  male  births  predominating  except  at  Newport, 
Ventnor,  and  in  the  Rural  District.  The  figures  for  the  several  districts  and  the  whole  count}’  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  23  more  females  born  in  the  period,  but  58  more 
males  died,  thus  leaving  alive  at  the  end  of  their  first  >'ear  3,412  males  and  3,493  females. 

Table  B. — Births. 


Year 

Rural 

District 

Cowes 

East 

Cowes 

Newport 

Ryde 

St. 

Helens 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Ventnor 

Whole 

County 

M. 

F. ' 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1916 

257 

237 

125 

122 

53 

66 

127 

126 

80 

70 

4i 

4i 

46 

46 

16 

32 

24 

3i 

769 

771 

1917 

174 

221 

104 

114 

5i 

56 

126 

97 

55 

72 

40 

40 

38 

39 

22 

23 

21 

20 

631 

682 

1918 

220 

231 

ioq 

105 

53 

43 

IOI 

103 

64 

64 

35 

5i 

42 

40 

25 

16 

18 

23 

667 

676 

1919 

201 

214 

89 

hi 

46 

53 

114 

103 

70 

70 

34 

36 

44 

38 

20 

27 

16 

20 

634 

672 

1920 

327 

275 

98 

100 

61 

57 

153 

156 

102 

112 

57 

47 

52 

59 

43 

29 

55 

36 

948 

871 

Totals  ... 

1179 

1178525 

552 

264 

275 

621 

585 

37i 

388 

207 

2x5 

222 

222 

126 

127 

134 

130 

3649 

3672 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  for  the  same  period  were  : — 

Table  C. — Infantile  Deaths. 


Year 

Rural 

District 

Cowes 

East 

Cowes 

Newport 

Ryde 

St. 

Helens 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Ventnor 

Whole 

County 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1916 

17 

14 

9 

3 

8 

4 

4 

7 

7 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

1 

2 

3 

51 

40 

1917 

7 

10 

10 

8 

5 

7 

4 

4 

5 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

1 

4 

1 

39 

38 

1918 

14 

18 

7 

1 

4 

2 

6 

5 

7 

5 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

44 

34 

1919 

11 

8 

10 

10 

2 

1 

5 

9 

7 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

40 

37 

1920 

24 

8 

6 

3 

4 

3 

5 

9 

9 

2 

5 

1 

4 

1 

I 

3 

5 

0 

63 

30 

Totals  ... 

73 

58 

42 

25 

23 

17 

24 

34 

35 

16 

13 

10 

13 

8 

1 

7 

13 

4 

2 37 

X79 
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Table  D. — Statistics  of  Districts. 


Area 

Rural 

District 

Cowes 

East 

Cowes 

Newport 

Ryde 

St. 

Helens 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Ventnor 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  J.  A. 

Dr.  T.  A. 

Dr.  J.  A. 

Dr.  S. 

Dr.  P.  D. 

Dr.  E.  L. 

Dr.  A. 

Dr.  J. 

Dr.  R.  T. 

Gibson 

Mayo 

Gibson 

Foster 

Turner 

Preston 

Barber 

Cowper 

Cooke 

Population,  Census,  1911 
Total  Civilian  ditto,  1920- 

31059 

9635 

4659 

III54 

10608 

4982 

5551 

4751 

5787 

For  Birth-rate 

26888 

11189 

5032 

11510 

10134 

4894 

5734 

4563 

4711 

For  Death-rate 

25407 

11189 

5032 

11510 

10134 

4894 

55  78 

4563 

4711 

Area  in  Acres  ... 
Mortality  from  Tubercu- 
losis per  1,000  estimated 

86925 

586 

604 

504 

820 

1941 

1223 

798 

745 

population 

0.6 

i-3 

0-5 

i-5 

i-3 

0.6 

0.7 

1-3 

3-3 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 
Infantile  Death-rate  per 

22.3 

17.6 

23-4 

26.8 

21. 1 

21.2 

I9*3 

I5-7 

19-3 

1,000  

53-i 

45-4 

59-3 

45-3 

51  *4 

57-6 

45 -p 

55-5 

54-9 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ... 

Corrected  Death-rate  per 

11. 8 

11  -5 

i3-i 

12.2 

17.9 

14-5 

I4-7',. 

13-8 

18.2 

1,000  

10. 1 

10.6 

12.6 

10.7 

13-7 

M 

0* 

H 

12.3 

11. 1 

15.6 

The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  County  (21.4)  compares  with  one  of  25.4  per  thousand  for  England  and 
Wales,  whilst  the  infantile  mortality  rate  (51. 1)  compares  with  a rate  of  80  per  thousand  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  uncorrected  death-rate  for  the  Island  (13.5  per  thousand)  is  in  excess  of  that  for  England  and  Wales,  viz. 
12.4,  but  when  corrected  the  figure  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  is  reduced  to  11.5  per  thousand.  (Particulars  as  to  the 
corrections,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  were  given  in  detail  in  the  County  Health  Report  for  1912.)  The  reduced 
infantile  death-rates  in  Cowes,  Ryde,  and  St.  Helens  will  be  noted  in  the  table  D given  above,  when  compared 
with  the  corresponding  table  for  1919.  Further  details  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  Tables  E and  F.  The 
number  of  births  appears  to  be  a record. 


Table  E. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Districts  during  the  year  1920  relating  to  Civilians  only, 

AT  THE  SEVERAL  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & up- 
wards. 

All  Causes  ... 

1121 

93 

11 

19 

39 

31 

146 

242 

540 

1 

Enteric  ...  

2 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

2 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Measles 

11 

1 

z 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  cough 

11 

8 

I 

I 

X 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

6 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Influenza 

17 

1 

0 

I 

I 

2 

5 

2 

5 

8 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

1 

9 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

81 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

48 

16 

5 

10 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

4 

0 

0 

I 

2 

0 

I 

0 

0 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

10 

2 

0 

X 

2 

I 

I 

2 

1 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

126 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

14 

43 

68 

13 

Rheumatic  fever 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

I 

0 

0 

14 

Meningitis 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

• 0 

15 

Organic  heart  disease 

164 

0 

0 

0 

3 

I 

14 

50 

96 

16 

Bronchitis 

7* 

6 

I 

I 

0 

I 

0 

3 

59 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

36 

f-t 

/ 

3 

2 

4 

I 

6 

3 

10  - 

18 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

15 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

7 

5 

19 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

18 

6 

I 

I 

0 

0 

I 

3 

6 

20 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

10 

c 

0 

0 

3 

2 

I 

2 

2 

21 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

21a 

Alcoholism  ...  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

34 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

I 

12 

20 

23 

Puerperal  fever 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

24 

Parturition  apart  from  puer- 
peral fever  ...  

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

25 

Congenital  debility,  etc. 

49 

46 

I 

I 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide  . . . 

22 

2 

0 

2 

0 

3 

8 

1 

6 

27 

Suicide  ... 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

2 

7 

3 

28 

Other  defined  diseases 

39i 

13 

2 

I 

7 

8 

30 

84 

246 

29 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

5 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

2 

1 

5 


Table  F. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Districts  During  the  Year  1920,  Relating  to  Civilians  only,  at 

all  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural. 

Cowes. 

East 

Cowes. 

New- 

port. 

Ryde. 

St. 

Helens. 

San- 

down. 

Shank- 

lin. 

Vent- 

nor. 

TOTALS. 

All  Causes...  

301 

129 

66 

14I 

182 

71 

82 

63 

86 

II2I 

1 Enteric  fever  ... 

0 

I 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 Measles  ...  

3 

6 

0 

I 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

II 

4 Scarlet  fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 Whooping  cough 

3 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 1 

6 Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

7 Influenza  

4 

6 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

17 

8 Erysipelas 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

9 Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

13 

12 

1 

16 

13 

2 

3 

5 

16 

81 

10  Tuberculous  meningitis 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

I 

0 

0 

10 

12  Cancer,  Malignant  disease  ... 

24 

15 

13 

22 

16 

8 

10 

8 

10 

126 

13  Rheumatic  fever  

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

14  Meningitis  

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

15  Organic  heart  disease 

46 

19 

5 

17 

33 

13 

14 

6 

11 

164 

16  Bronchitis 

26 

3 

3 

14 

8 

O 

J 

7 

4 

3 

71 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

13 

3 

2 

3 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

36 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

5 

0 

3 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

15 

19  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 yrs.) 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

7 

20  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

2 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

10 

21  Cirrhosis  of  fiver 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

8 

2 ia  Alcoholism 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  di- 

sease  ... 

8 

3 

2 

0 

6 

1 

4 

7 

3 

34 

23  Puerperal  fever 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

24  Parturition,  apart  from 

Puerperal  fever 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

25  Congenital  debility,  etc. 

15 

4 

6 

6 

7 

2 

4 

1 

4 

49 

26  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

10 

1 

0 

3 

5 

1 

1 

0 

1 

22 

27  Suicide  

3 

3 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

13 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

1 15 

39 

21 

45 

73 

24 

3i 

21 

33 

402 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

Special  causes  (included  above) 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Births — 

Total  

602 

198 

1 18 

309 

214 

104 

hi 

72 

9i 

1819 

Legitimate 

573 

190 

113 

292 

i95 

97 

107 

63 

84 

1714 

Illegitimate 

29 

8 

5 

1 7 

19 

7 

4 

9 

7 

105 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 

Total 

32 

9 

7 

14 

11 

6 

5 

4 

5 

93 

Legitimate 

30 

7 

7 

12 

8 

6 

5 

3 

5 

83 

Illegitimate  

2 

2 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

10 

From  this  table  it  is  seen  that  the  infantile  death-rate  amongst  legitimate  children  works  out  at  48.4  per 
thousand  births,  whilst  the  death-rate  amongst  illegitimate  children  is  considerably  higher,  viz.,  95.2  per 
thousand. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Mr.  J.  Dover,  M.A.,  F.R.Met.S.,  has  once  again  been  so  kind  as  to  send  me  a copy  of  his  annual  records, 
from  which  most  of  the  following  information  is  taken. 

The  barometrical  pressure  averaged  30.034  inches  when  reduced  to  sea  level,  and  to  a temperature  of 
320  F.,  slightly  above  the  average  for  several  years.  The  highest  reading  (30.710  inches)  was  on  March  3rd,  and 
the  lowest  (28.747)  on  March  14th. 

Whereas  frequently  May  is  the  quietest  month,  in  1920  it  gave  6,445  miles  of  wind,  whilst  April,  with 
7,470  miles  of  wind,  was  the  windiest  month.  South-westerly  winds  prevailed  on  95  days,  west  winds,  on  54, 
and  north-west  on  37  days.  The  wind  was  from  the  south  on  40  days,  and  from  the  east  on  25  days  ; it  came 
from  the  north  on  34  days,  from  the  north-east  on  41  days,  and  from  the  south-east  on  39  days. 

Thus  the  south-easterly,  south,  and  south-westerly  winds  were  above  the  average,  taken  over  21  years, 
whilst  the  north-easterly,  easterly,  north-westerly,  and  westerly  winds  were  below  the  average,  the  northerly 
winds  being  average.  There  were  35  calm  days  during  the  year,  and  20  gales. 

August  humidity  averaged  75.0  per  cent.,  the  driest  month  of  the  year.  Fog  occurred  on  30  days  suffi- 
ciently dense  to  obscure  from  view  Hurst  Castle,  which  is  just  over  two  miles  from  the  recording  instruments. 

The  temperature  as  a whole  was  rather  warm  for  winter  and  cool  for  summer.  Ripe  raspberries  remained 
until  December.  The  lowest  recorded  screen  temperature  at  Totland  during  the  year  was  21. 90  F.  on  January 
7th,  whilst  June  2nd  was  the  hottest  day  with  a screen  temperature  of  74. 50  F.  The  average  maximum  tem- 
perature was  55-9°,  and  the  average  minimum  46.3°. 

The  amount  of  bright  sunshine  during  the  year  was  below  the  average,  being  1,577  hours. 

The  rainfall  for  1920  totalled  up  to  30.34  inches,  which  is  about  5 per  cent,  above  the  average  for  the  last 
34  years.  There  were  165  wet  days,  being  very  near  the  average.  On  July  21st  rain  fell  to  the  extent  of  1.20 
inches,  and  that  month  was  much  the  wettest  for  the  year,  the  total  rainfall  for  the  month  being  6.53  inches, 
whilst  August  was  the  driest  month  with  a total  of  1.03  inches. 
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B.— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Districts. 

COWES  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

From  foreign  ports  there  came  53  steamers  and  33  sailing  ships  during  the  year,  with  a tonnage  of  14,845 
and  5,544  respectively.  There  has  been  no  occasion  to  enforce  the  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations,  1919,  and  no  arrangements  have  been  made  for  cleansing  and  disinfecting  verminous  persons  and 
their  belongings,  but  they  could  be  improvised  if  necessary.  The  Hospital  Ship  remains  as  before,  but  has  not 
been  used. 

The  coastwise  traffic  numbered  12,981  steamers  and  2,081  sailing  ships,  with  a tonnage  of  1,219,847  and 
63,977  respectively.  No  orders  were  issued  concerning  any  of  these  ships. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Rural  District. — The  Parish  of  South  Arreton  is  still  without  a water  supply,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
houses,  and  the  wells  are  generally  liable  to  contamination. 

The  new  filters  at  Bembridge  have  reduced  the  amount  of  oxide  of  iron  in  the  water  by  one-half.  A 
storage  tank  is  liable  to  aerial  contamination,  and  the  covering  of  this  tank  is  advised. 

Several  fairly  populous  parts  of  Carisbrooke  do  not  yet  receive  their  supplies  from  Newport. 

The  supply  of  water  to  Chale  from  the  auxiliary  Shanklin  Council’s  reservoir  became  necessary  during 
the  year.  An  extension  of  the  water  main  to  Atherfield  Coastguard  Station  is  needed. 

Part  of  Gatcombe  to  the  east  of  Ramsdown  has  recently  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  main,  but  an 
extension  is  urgently  necessary  at  the  upper  part  of  Chillerton  Street. 

An  extension  of  the  main  to  a farm  and  some  cottages  on  Bleak  Down  is  now  about  to  be  made. 

The  more  populous  parts  of  Merstone  and  South  Arreton  are  still  deriving  their  supply  from  shallow 
polluted  wells,  and  are  urgently  in  need  of  a better  supply. 

In  the  Wootton  district  an  extension  is  necessary  to  provide  Briddlesworth  Farm  and  Littletown. 

The  water  supply  of  Upper  Whitwell  from  the  upper  greensand  at  Bierlay  is  said  to  be  a fairly  soft  one. 

The  supply  of  Yaverland  has  in  recent  years  been  insufficient,  and  it  is  now  hoped  to  obtain  a supply  for 
part  of  this  parish  from  the  Sandown  main  supplying  Yaverland  Fort. 

All  the  Council’s  own  water  supplies  have  proved  satisfactory  on  analysis,  and  the  quantity  sufficient.  A 
constant  supply  is  maintained  where  the  supply  is  from  the  Waterworks. 

Cowes. — In  order  to  economise  in  the  consumption  of  water,  the  supply  is  turned  off  at  night.  A well 
supplying  water  to  three  houses  was  condemned  and  the  premises  connected  up  with  the  town  supply. 

East  Cowes. — From  many  samples  taken  the  excess  of  chlorine  shows  that  sea  water  gains  access  to  the 
beds  from  which  the  water  is  pumped.  The  Analyst  states  that  the  water  is  of  excellent  purity.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  the  auxiliary  supply  from  the  Rural  District  Council  should  be  obtained  when  the  water  in  the  well 
sinks  to  a low  level.  A constant  supply  is  maintained. 

Newport. — The  supply  of  pure,  wholesome,  exceedingly  good  quality  water  from  Idlecombe  is  constant. 

Ryde. — The  supply  of  good  water  pumped  from  the  chalk  and  upper  greensand  is  constant.  The  discovery 
and  stoppage  of  a serious  source  of  waste  at  the  Waterworks  is  recorded. 

St.  Helens. — The  supply  is  derived  from  the  Ryde  Waterworks,  and  is  constant. 

Sandown. — The  supply  of  water  from  Dyers  and  the  River  Yar  is  constant.  Analysis  of  the  water,  although 
it  is  stated  that  the  supply  is  good,  points  to  a certain  amount  of  contamination  with  animal  faecal  matter,  such 
as  might  be  expected  in  water  drawn  partly  from  a river.  An  outbreak  of  illness,  such  as  might  be  due  to  a con- 
taminated water  supply,  and  characterised  by  diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  occurred  in  Sandown  and  Brading  and  a 
part  of  Shanklin  in  the  year  1920  in  an  area  supplied  with  water  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  Waterworks  Company’s 
filtering  plant  at  Lake  Common,  and  this  outbreak  forms  the  subject  of  an  official  report  of  an  unfavourable 
kind  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Jubb,  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  being  Report  No.  5 on  Public  Health 
and  Medical  Subjects,  and  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Health  on  July  26th,  1921. 

Shanklin. — The  supply  is  adequate  and  of  the  highest  quality,  but  rather  hard. 

Ventnor. — The  supply  is  constant,  except  to  the  higher  levels  of  the  town.  The  Analyst  states  that  no 
exception  can  be  taken  to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Rural  District. — In  the  routine  course  of  inspection  all  rivers  and  streams  are  inspected  for  possible  sources 
of  contamination  by  cesspools  or  otherwise. 

Newport. — The  river-bed  adjacent  to  the  Quay  and  its  upper  reaches  are  kept  in  a fairly  clean  condition, 
accumulations  of  mud  being  removed  periodically.  Part  of  the  river  wall  at  Little  London  has  been  completed, 
reclaiming  land  for  extension  of  the  Quay,  and  confining  the  river  to  its  proper  channel.  There  has  been  no 
pollution  of  the  river  calling  for  attention. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Rural  District. — The  sewerage  beds  at  Wroxall  were  found  not  to  be  working  very  satisfactorily,  and  an 
alteration  in  the  distribution  of  the  sewage  over  the  beds  has  been  recommended. 

Cowes. — Main,  sewers  in  two  or  three  areas  may  be  at  fault  and  want  investigation.  The  smoke  test  was 
applied  to  drains  on  ten  occasions.  The  number  of  choked  and  defective  drains  (76)  was  very  large,  some  of  these 
being  of  the  combined  type,  and  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  record  of  the  lines  upon  which  they  were  laid,  or 
the  provision  of  inspection  chambers,  considerable  trouble  and  delay  in  clearing  occurred. 

East  Cowes. — Defects  in  an  old  sewer  under  Victoria  Road  were  put  right,  so  that  it  is  now  in  good  condition. 

Newport. — The  sewerage  system  is  working  satisfactorily.  1,999  ^eet  4in-  or  6in.  glazed  stoneware  pipe 
drain  have  been  laid  in  place  of  old  defective  drains.  85  smoke  and  19  water  tests  have  been  applied. 

Sandown. — Only  in  four  or  five  isolated  cases  is  drainage  carried  to  a cesspool,  and  these  cases  are  under 
consideration. 

Shanklin. — The  main  sewers  are  good,  but  certain  secondary  sewers  ought  to  receive  attention. 

Ventnor.— All  the  34  flushing  tanks  were  thoroughly  overhauled  and  the  twice-weekly  system  of  flushing 
was  carried  on  during  the  year,  except  in  June,  July,  August,  and  September,  when  it  is  done  three  times  a week. 
Twelve  houses  drain  into  cesspools  which  are  emptied  as  required,  the  contents  being  tipped  into  the  sea  on  the 
ebb-tide. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Rural  District. — Thirteen  pail  closets  have  been  abolished  or  converted  during  the  year,  making  a total  of 
669  since  the  present  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed.  The  conservancy  system  is  entirely  absent  from 
any  of  the  more  populous  or  closely-built  centres. 

Cowes. — Accommodation  is  entirely  on  the  water  carriage  system,  every  endeavour  being  made  to  enforce 
the  provision  of  flushing  apparatus  where  such  is  non-existent. 
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East  Cowes. — Three  of  the  old  hopper  type  of  W.C.’s  have  been  converted  during  the  year,  and  flush 
cisterns  provided. 

Newport. — Many  closets  are  hand-flushed,  but  flushing  cisterns  are  gradually  being  supplied. 

Ryde. — Every  house  in  the  Borough  is  provided  with  a water  closet  and  flushing  cistern.  In  a very  few 
cases  there  is  one  water  closet  for  the  use  of  two  households. 

St.  Helens. — Only  a few  outlying  cottages  have  ash  closets,  water  closets  with  efficient  pans  and  flush 
cisterns  being  the  rule. 

Shanklin. — There  are  still  some  cases  in  which  there  are  no  flushing  tanks  for  the  water  closets,  though 
there  is  abundant  water  for  the  purpose. 

Ventnor. — In  October,  1919,  it  was  resolved  to  take  steps  to  compel  the  provision  of  flushing  cisterns  to 
about  100  W.C.'s,  but  beyond  serving  preliminary  notices  on  the  owners  nothing  further  has  been  done. 

SCAVENGING. 

Rural  District. — In  Ashey  no  scavenging  has  been  carried  out,  and  complaints  have  been  received  from 
the  Haylands  district. 

In  Bembridge  refuse  is  deposited  on  a field  in  fairly  close  proximity  to  houses.  The  provision  of  an 
incinerator  there  is  recommended. 

In  Binstead  there  has  been  no  scavenging,  and  a tip  in  a copse  close  to  the  road  has  become  a nuisance. 

At  Freshwater  the  provision  of  an  incinerator  is  recommended,  as  during  part  of  the  year  a grave 
nuisance  was  caused  by  the  deposit  of  refuse  in  close  proximity  to  houses. 

At  Niton  nuisances  occur  regularly  from  inability  to  dispose  of  refuse,  there  being  no  arrangements  here 
for  scavenging. 

At  Gurnard  there  has  been  an  arrangement  during  the  year  with  a contractor  to  remove  refuse,  this  being 
deposited  in  a hollow  caused  by  subsidence  close  to  the  shore. 

Totland  refuse  is  deposited  in  Freshwater,  thereby  adding  to  the  unsightly  and  insanitary  nature  of  an 
otherwise  attractive  neighbourhood.  It  is  urged  that  Totland  should  join  with  Freshwater  in  the  provision  of  an 
incinerator,  thus  doing  away  with  a breeding  ground  for  flies  and  rats. 

At  Wroxall  there  has  been  no  scavenging,  and  nuisances  occur  in  the  village  owing  to  the  lack  of  facilities 
for  the  disposal  of  rubbish. 

With  the  exception  of  Bonchurch,  where  there  is  an  incinerator  which  works  very  satisfactorily,  all  refuse 
collected  in  the  district  is  deposited  in  such  a way  that,  unless  very  great  care  is  taken  and  very  thorough  super- 
vision carried  out,  serious  nuisance  results  from  flies,  rats,  etc. 

In  addition,  there  is  refuse  deposited  in  the  District  from  Ryde,  Ventnor,  etc.  Experience  during  the 
war  proved  that  small  incinerators  could  be  used  effectively  for  the  destruction  of  the  refuse  of  camps  of  4,000  to 
5,000  men. 

Cowes. — Arrangements  are  efficient,  the  work  being  done  by  the  Focal  Authority.  Refuse  is  removed 
daily  from  the  business  parts  of  the  town,  and  once  weekly  elsewhere. 

East  Cowes^—A  small  destructor  is  now  being  built.  Until  May  refuse  was  deposited  in  an  old  gravel  pit 
near  a house,  but  later  it  was  removed  by  barge  to  the  old  oyster  bed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Medina,  and  then 
covered  with  earth  to  prevent  nuisances. 

Newport. — The  refuse  destructor  has  been  a source  of  continual  nuisance  to  inhabitants  in  the  near  vicinity, 
owing  to  smoke  and  dust  deposit,  so  the  refuse  is  now  carted  and  deposited  on  dumps  at  Little  London  and 
Whitepit  Lane.  Rats  have  been  seen  here,  and  there  may  be  a nuisance  here  in  the  near  future.  The  provision 
of  covered  movable  ashbins  is  urged. 

Ryde. — Arrangements  have  been  made  to  tip  refuse  on  the  low-lying  ground  between  Quarry  Road  and  the 
railway,  in  order  to  raise  its  level.  The  provision  of  a refuse  destructor  is  again  urged.  Seventeen  sanitary 
dustbins  have  been  provided  during  the  year  ; the  number  of  such  is  still  lamentably  small. 

St.  Helens. — House  refuse  is  removed  once  a week  during  the  winter  and  twice  a week  during  the  summer 
by  the  Council’s  employees. 

Sandown. — The  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  carried  out  regularly,  and  all  refuse  has  been  destroyed 
by  burning  at  the  Destructor. 

Shanklin. — The  scavenging  has  improved  during  the  year.  Complaint  is  made  of  negligence  in  the  use  of 
the  covers  to  the  dust  carts,  and  the  care  of  the  streets  is  said  not  to  come  up  to  the  pre-war  standard  of  excellence. 

Ventnor.— Since  February  a bi-weekly  system  of  collection  of  refuse  has  been  adopted,  a daily  removal 
being  adopted  from  all  houses  in  the  main  streets  from  April  to  September.  The  provision  of  more  sanitary 
dustbins  is  considered  a matter  of  urgency. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICTS. 

Rural  District.— Inspections  of  houses  have  been  made  on  1,308  occasions,  648  preliminary  and  9 final 
notice;  being  served,  but  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken.  990  nuisances  were  reported  and  902  abated.  To 
sewage  works  there  were  486  visits,  to  waterworks  356  visits,  and  590  for  the  supervision  of  scavenging.  94  rooms 
in  64  houses  were  disinfected. 

There  were  577  visits  of  inspection  to  49  milk  sellers,  738  cleansing  notices  being  sent  out,  303  complied 
with,  87  contraventions  being  found,  and  38  remedied. 

To  bake-houses  113  visits  were  paid,  101  cleansing  notices  being  sent  out,  60  complied  with,  3 contraventions 
being  found,  and  1 remedied. 

To  slaughter-houses  82  visits  were  paid,  16  cleansing  notices  being  sent  out,  12  complied  with,  9 contra- 
ventions being  found,  and  5 remedied,  and  there  were  also  16  visits  to  meat  depots  other  than  slaughter-houses. 

There  were  19  inspections  of  a knacker’s  yard,  6 contraventions  being  found  and  one  remedied  ; 7 bone- 
mill  inspections,  4 contraventions  being  found. 

There  were  60  inspections  of  carbide  and  petrol  stores,  6 contraventions  being  found  and  one  remedied. 

There  were  also  190  inspections  of  workshops  excluding  bakehouses,  92  cleansing  notices  being  sent  out 
and  14  complied  with,  7 contraventions  being  found  and  2 remedied. 

Plans  of  61  new  dwelling-houses  were  approved  and  of  7 new  public  buildings,  43  plans  of  alterations  and 
additions  being  also  approved.  There  were  19  new  dwelling-houses  completed  and  certificates  granted,  and  also 
1 new  public  building  completed,  29  of  the  alterations  and  additions  being  also  completed.  127  buildings  were 
inspected,  and  there  were  396  re-inspections,  56  contraventions  of  bye-laws  being  found,  and  22  contraventions 
of  bye-laws  remedied.  There  are  250  workshops  on  the  register. 

Cowes. — No  less  than  674  inspections  have  been  made  in  respect  to  various  properties,  the  prevalence  of 
diphtheria  making  the  number  of  visits  considerably  greater  than  in  previous  years,  no  premises  were  dis- 
infected and  3 class  rooms  at  the  Denmark  Road  Schools  were  fumigated  with  formalin.  Sanitary  defects  have 
been  remedied  and  nuisances  abated  in  148  premises,  13  W.C.’s  replaced,  and  37  defective  flushing  systems 
made  good.  There  are  86  registered  workshops  in  the  district. 
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East  Cowes. — In  420  inspections  90  defects  were  found  and  remedied.  Two  storm  water  valves  have  been 
fixed  at  the  overflow  pipe  near  the  Ferry,  and  the  road  has  been  raised  in  order  to  prevent  flooding  at  high 
tides.  32  inspections  of  factories  and  28  of  workshops  were  made,  and  in  three  cases  want  of  cleanliness  was 
found  and  remedied,  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  being  discovered  in  two  instances  and  subsequently 
remedied.  There  are  seven  bakehouses  and  a laundry  in  the  district. 

Newport. — Inspections  during  the  year  numbered  1,517,  and  160  nuisances  were  discovered  on  170  premises 
visited,  122  notices  to  abate  and  six  statutory  notices  being  served.  14  visits  to  cinema  theatres  are  recorded. 
In  various  houses  63  rooms  were  fumigated  by  means  of  formalin  and  carbolic  acid,  but  in  a few  instances  with 
sulphur.  807  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses.  There  were  34  visits  to  factories  and  20  to  workshops,  the 
number  of  w'hich,  however,  is  not  stated. 

Ryde. — There  were  167  nuisances  reported,  25  formal  notices  being  served  and  142  informal  ones  issued. 
No  particulars  are  given  of  factories  or  workshops. 

St.  Helens. — Houses  inspected  numbered  102.  One  factory  has  been  inspected.  The  number  of  registered 
workshops  is  not  stated  in  the  report. 

Sundown. — Over  1,000  inspections  were  made,  329  nuisances  being  reported,  296  abated,  and  in  33  cases  the 
works  are  in  hand.  No  statutory  notices  were  served.  The  number  of  factories  and  workshops  is  not  given 
in  the  report. 

Shanklin  — The  inspections  of  dwelling-houses  have  been  carried  out  as  before.  No  information  is  vouch- 
safed regarding  factories  or  workshops. 

Ventnor. — Visits  to  premises  numbered  610,  and  136  nuisances  were  found,  only  5 formal  notices  being 
necessary.  The  total  number  of  disinfections  of  premises  was  53.  Factories  and  workshops  have  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time  and  found  satisfactory.  The  number  of  workshops  is  stated  to  be  34. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROEEED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 


MARKETS. 

Newport.— A weekly  cattle  market  is  held  on  Tuesdays  and  a corn  market  carried  on  at  the  Corn  Exchange 
on  Saturdays  is  well  patronised.  As  in  previous  years,  everything  possible  has  been  done  to  reduce  to  a minimum 
any  attendant  nuisance  caused  by  the  cattle  market. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Newport. — The  common  lodging  house  has  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  in  good  order. 

BAKE-HOUSES. 

Rural  District. — The  sanitary  condition  of  bakehouses  receives  special  attention. 

Cowes.- — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  bakehouses  and  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared  has  been 
found  satisfactory,  and  the  regulations  regarding  cleansing  and  whitewashing  have  been  complied  with. 

East  Cowes. — There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

Newport. — Bakehouses  are  all  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the 
regulations  as  to  lime-washing  and  cleanliness  are  well  observed.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the 
Borough,  and  each  of  the  17  bakehouses  has  a separate  water*supply. 

Ryde. — The  bakehouses  are  regularly  inspected,  and  except  in  a few  instances  where  limewashing  was 
needed  have  been  satisfactorily  kept. 

St.  Helens. — The  bakehouses  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Sandown. — The  bakehouses  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Ventnor. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  inspected  all  the  bakehouses  and  found  them  satisfactory. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Cowes. — The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  have  been  found  generaUy  clean  and  in  good  order. 

East  Cowes. — The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  have  been  found  satisfactory, 
and  milking  carried  out  under  good  conditions. 

Newport. — All  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  good  order 
and  in  a sanitary  condition. 

Ryde. — Cattle  within  the  Borough  are  inspected  quarterly  by  Mr.  J.  Vickers  Blake,  the  Veterinary  Inspector. 
During  the  year,  669  head  of  cattle  were  inspected.  Three  were  turned  out  of  the  dairies  for  induration  of  udders, 
and  one  with  mammitis.  These  were  disposed  of.  Cow  stables,  utensils,  etc.,  are  satisfactorily  kept. 

St.  Helens. — Dairies  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Sandown. — Cowsheds,  milkshops,  and  dairies  are  all  in  a satisfactory  condition.  There  is  still  an  urgent 
need  of  concerted  action  regarding  the  inspection  of  dairies. 

Ventnor. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  special  Veterinary  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Council 
have  visited  the  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops.  He  again  emphasises  the  fact  that  ‘’Some  of  the  cowsheds 
need  to  be  brought  to  a higher  state  of  sanitation.”  After  formal  notices,  a great  improvement  resulted  in  the 
condition  of  four  cowsheds. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES . 

Cowes. — The  private  slaughter-houses  have  been  kept  clean  and  generally  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions ; provision  is  also  made  for  an  ample  supply  of  water  thereto.  There  are  four  “registered”  slaughter-houses 
in  the  district. 

East  Cowes. — There  are  three  “registered”  slaughter-houses.  Inspection  of  their  condition  has  been  carried 
out  systematically. 

Newport. — Special  attention  is  paid  to  the  structural  state  of  floors  and  walls  to  secure  their  being  im- 
pervious, and  that  means  of  ventilation  are  provided.  The  drainage  is  kept  in  good  order,  limewashing  and  general 
cleanliness  are  well  looked  after,  and  the  water  supply  is  pure  and  ample.  There  are  four  “registered”  slaughter- 
houses and  nine  ‘ ‘licensed”  ones,  the  latter  needing  an  annual  licence.  The  necessity  of  a public  abattoir  is  suggested 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Ryde. — There  are  seven  “registered”  slaughter-houses  and  one  licensed  one. 

St.  Helens. — Slaughter-houses  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Sandown. — Slaughter-houses  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Ventnor. — Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  slaughtering  takes  place  at  one  slaughter-house  at  regular  hours,  when 
visits  are  frequently  made.  There  were  two  slaughter-houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Rural  District. — Four  knackers’  yards  and  the  bone-mill  at  Carisbrooke  are  the  only  offensive  trades 
within  the  District.  Two  of  these  yards  are  at  Carisbrooke,  one  at  Godshill,  and  one  at  South  Arreton.  A 
nuisance  from  the  boiling  of  offal  at  "a  farm  in  the  Ashey  district  received  attention,  and  was  much  reduced  by 
the  adoption  of  improved  methods. 
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Ryde. — There  is  now  only  one  marine  store  dealer  in  the  town,  his  premises  unfortunately  abutting  on  the 
Municipal  Infant  School.  They  are  much  better  kept  than  during  the  war,  and  no  complaint  has  arisen  on  this 
count  during  the  year. 

RATS. 

Under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  any  occupier  failing  to  take  necessary  and  reasonable 
steps  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  on  his  premises  is  liable  to  a fine  of  £5,  or,  if  he  has  been  served  wit 
a notice,  £20.  The  Authority  may  serve  notice  on  occupiers  requiring  them  to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary, 
and  in  default  may  carry  out  the  work  themselves,  and  charge  the  occupier  with  the  cost.  The  authorities  for 
administering  the  Act  are  the  County  Council  and  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  and  powers  may  be  delegated 
to  Borough  and  District  Councils  if  such  Councils  are  prepared  to  act. 

Cowes  Port  Sanitary  Authority. — Rat  poison  was  used  by  the  Inspector  about  the  harbour  and  on  any  ship 
that  seemed  to  require  it,  but  no  record  of  results  has  been  obtained. 

Sandown. — The  number  of  rats  caught  during  the  year  is  908. 

SCHOOLS. 

Rural  District. — Every  public  elementary  school  has  a piped  water  supply  except  that  at  South  Arreton, 
the  wells  of  which  parish  are  generally  liable  to  contamination. 

Cowes. — The  sanitary  condition  and  provision  of  water  supply  to  the  public  elementary  schools  is 
satisfactory. 

East  Cowes. — The  two  public  elementary  schools  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  after  any  case 
of  infectious  disease. 

Newport. — The  Grammar  School  is  now  closed.  The  Elementary  Schools  and  the  Secondary  School  are 
commodious  buildings,  light  and  airy,  with  ample  sanitary  accommodation  and  up-to-date  fittings.  The  co- 
operation of  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  all  matters  relating  to  public  health  administration  in  the  schools  is 
gratefully  recorded. 

Ryde. — The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  and  their  water  supply  are  satisfactory. 

St.  Helens. — The  six  elementary  schools  are  all  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Sandown. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory. 

Shanklin. — The  Parochial  Schools  are  on  the  western  outskirts  of  the  town  and  are  well  built,  well  ventilated, 
and  the  drainage  and  sanitation  are  good. 

Ventnor. — The  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  public  elementary  schools  is  satisfactory. 


C.— Food. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 


Rural  District. — The  Council  decided  to  postpone  action  concerning  amendment  of  the  regulations  owing 
to  the  possibility  of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Bill  becoming  law.  There  are  348  registered  milk  sellers  in  the  area. 

Cowes. — The  milk  supply  is  principally  delivered  direct  to  the  consumer. 

East  Cowes.— The  milk  supply  comes  partly  from  the  three  registered  milk  sellers  within  the  district  and 
partly  from  dairies  in  the  Rural  District. 

Ryde. — The  quality  of  the  milk  supplied  is  good.  Most  of  it  comes  from  farms  outside  the  Borough,  the 
cattle  of  which  do  not  come  under  inspection  by  the  Borough  Veterinary  Inspector. 

St.  Helens. — The  milk  supply  is  mainly  produced  in  the  District,  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

Shanklin. — During  the  year  the  milk  supply  has  been  good.  The  handling  of  milk,  however,  leaves  room 
for  a good  deal  of  improvement.  There  is  a periodic  veterinary  inspection  of  the  milch  cows. 

Ventnor. — Taken  throughout  the  year,  the  milk  supplied  in  the  district  is,  generally  speaking,  wholesome 
and  satisfactory.  In  July,  August,  and  September  the  quality  appreciably  lowers.  Veterinary  inspection  of 
cows  and  cowsheds  takes  place  in  the  district,  but  as  the  greater  part  of  the  town’s  milk  supply  is  imported,  the 
full  value  is  not  obtained  from  this  work. 


MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  I912  AND  I917. 

The  following  particulars  refer  to  the  administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Milk  & Cream)  Regulations, 
1912  and  1917,  during  the  year  1920  : — 

Table  G. 

1. — Milk  ; and  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream  : 

(a)  . (b) 

Number  of  samples  examined  for  the  Number  in  which  a preservative  was 

presence  of  preservatives — reported  to  be  present — 

Milk  ...  ...  88  0 

Cream  ......  8 0 


2. — Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  to 
on  the  label  as  to  preservatives  were  correct — 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made 

(ii.)  Incorrect  statements 

Total  


ascertain  if  the  statements 

6 

o 

~ 6 


(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk<-fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

(i.)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii.)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Total  ...  j[ 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved 

cream  in  Article  V (1)  and  the  proviso  in  Article  V (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been  observed. 
— None. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  regulations  have  not  been  complied  with,  and  action 
taken. — None. 


3.  — Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  preserved  cream. — None. 

4.  — Other  observations,  if  any. — None. 
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MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER,  1908. 

Rural  District. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  instructed  to  issue  permits  to  necessitous  mothers 
and  children  as  follows  : — 

(a)  For  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers — 

(1)  Not  more  than  2 pints  of  milk  daily,  free  of  cost,  when  the  total  income,  after  deducting  rent, 
does  not  exceed  7s.  6d.  per  head  per  week. 

(2)  Not  more  than  2 pints  daily,  at  half  cost,  where  the  total  income,  after  deducting  rent,  is 
between  7s.  6d.  and  10s.  per  head  per  week. 

(b)  For  Children  under  18  months  old — 

(1)  Not  more  than  i|  pints  daily,  free  of  cost,  where  the  total  income,  after  deducting  rent,  does 
not  exceed  7s.  6d.  per  head  per  week. 

(2)  Not  more  than  1^  pints  daily,  at  half  cost,  where  the  total  income,  after  deducting  rent,  is 
between  7s.  6d.  and  10s.  per  head  per  week. 

Only  54  applications  for  milk  were  received,  owing  to  the  adoption  of  the  Order  not  being  made  generally 
known.  On  the  recommendation  of  District  Nurses,  the  family  circumstances  are  investigated  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and,  if  satisfactory,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  issues  a permit  to  a registered  milk  seller. 

From  Ashey  one  application  was  received.  From  Freshwater  49  applications  were  received,  46  permits 
for  15  families,  206.3  gallons  of  milk  to  mothers  and  208.9  gallons  to  children  being  granted.  From  Northwood 
one  application  was  received,  one  child  being  granted  10.25  gallons  of  milk.  And  from  Whippingham  three 
applications  were  received,  three  permits  being  granted  in  two  families,  7.7  gallons  of  milk  being  distributed  to 
mothers  and  11.6  gallons  to  children,  making  a total  of  50  permits  in  18  families,  and  a distribution  of  444.75 
gallons  of  milk. 

East  Cowes. — The  Council  decided  to  provide  milk  to  necessitous  cases  under  this  Order,  but  no  application 
was  received  for  any. 

Ryde. — The  Council  continued  the  grant  of  £7  10s.  a month  for  milk  for  necessitous  mothers  and  children, 
the  milk  being  distributed  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Ryde  District  Nursing  Association  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

St.  Helens. — Extra  milk  is  provided  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to  children  in  need  of  it  when 
applied  for. 

Ventnor. — The  Milk  (Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers)  Order  came  into  force  at  the  end  of  1919,  and  has  in 
certain  cases  proved  to  be  of  assistance. 

(b)  OTHER  FOODS. 


Rural  District. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Central  District  qualified  as  a Meat  Inspector,  and  has  been 
appointed  to  act  throughout  the  Rural  District,  in  addition  to  his  usual  routine  work  in  his  own  area,  and  he 
will  inspect  other  foods  as  well  as  meat,  besides  attending  the  18  slaughter-houses  scattered  over  the  District. 
I39lbs.  of  beef  and  4olbs.  of  mutton  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered,  as  also  was  a quantity  of 
cheese. 

Cowes. — The  quality  of  the  meat  supply  has  been  of  a higher  standard  than  in  the  previous  year,  no  signs 
of  tuberculosis  having  been  observable  in  any  of  the  animals  slaughtered. 

East  Cowes. — A carcase  of  a cow  was  condemned  and  buried  on  account  of  tuberculosis. 

Newport. — 22  carcases  have  been  found  wholly  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  38  partly  affected,  the 
majority  being  dairy  cows  which  had  been  milked  practically  up  to  the  time  of  slaughter.  In  two  instances  it 
was  necessary  to  obtain  a magistrate’s  order  for  the  destruction  of  diseased  and  unsound  food,  legal  proceedings 
being  taken  in  one  instance.  6,249  dressed  carcases  were  examined  ; the  amount  of  diseased  or  unsound  food 
destroyed  totalled  over  five  tons,  and  included  22  carcases  of  beef,  10  of  sheep,  2 of  calves,  18  of  pigs,  in  addition 
to  bacon  and  tinned  goods. 

Ryde. — Meat  is  not  systematically  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  One  carcase  of  a cow  was  condemned, 
55lbs.  of  beef,  a carcase  of  a lamb,  72lbs.  imported  lamb,  23lbs.  bacon  and  sausages,  condensed  milk,  various  kinds 
of  tinned  food,  and  cake  powder  were  inspected,  found  unfit  for  consumption,  and  destroyed. 

St.  Helens. — No  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases,  so  far  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  aware,  were  condemned 
as  tuberculous.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  systematic  inspection  of  foods. 

Shanklin. — No  fruit  or  meat  has  had  to  be  condemned  this  year. 

Ventnor. — Frequent  inspection  has  been  made  of  premises  where  food  is  exposed  for  sale  or  is  in  course 
of  preparation,  and  some  unsound  food  has  been  destroyed  during  the  year.  In  no  case  has  it  been  found  necessary 
to  proceed  to  litigation. 

(c)  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  in  the  Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  (excluding  the  Borough 
of  Ryde)  during  the  year  : — 

1.  New  milk  ...  ...  ...  75  Of  these,  six  were  adulterated  and  seven  contained  dirty 

debris,  and  11  cases  were  prosecuted. 

2.  Hot  milk  ...  ...  ...  13  Of  these,  six  were  adulterated  and  five  cases  were 

prosecuted. 

7 All  genuine. 

17  Eight  were  adulterated  and  8 prosecuted. 

8 All  genuine. 

6 All  genuine. 

1 Genuine. 

1 Geniune. 

3 Genuine. 

1 Genuine. 

5 Genuine. 

1 Genuine. 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
12. 


Butter 

Bread  and  butter 
Cream 

Preserved  cream 

Coffee 

Honey 

Borax 

Vinegar 

Epsom  salts  ... 

Camphorated  oil 


Total 


138  samples,  of  which  20  were  adulterated. 


Table  H. — Return  showing  the  Number  of  Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  Analysis 

during  the  Year  ended  31ST  December,  1920. 
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Parish. 

Ashey 

Bembridge 

Binstead 

Brading 

Brighstone 

Carisbrooke 

Cowes 

East  Cowes 

Freshwater 

Godshill 

Newport 

Niton... 

Northwood 

St.  Helens 

Sandown 

Shalfleet 

Shanklin 

South  Arret' 

Totland 

Ventnor 

Whippingha 

Yarmouth 

Yaverland 
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(x) — Dirty  Debris. 

Fines  : Cowes,  £1  and  £ 4 4s.  costs  ; Ashey,  £10  and  £3  16s.  costs  ; Newport,  10s.,  10s.,  and  10s.  6d.  (twice)  ; 
Sandown,  £1  and  £1  15s.  costs  ; Ventnor,  £2  and  14s.  costs,  20s, 


In  the  unsatisfactory  milk  and  butter  cases  prosecution  followed  in  the  cases  of  17  adulterated  articles 
and  in  7 dirty  milk  cases,  with- the  results  shown  in  Table  I. 

Table  I. — Return  showing  Result  oe  Proceedings  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  Year 

ending  31ST  December,  1920. 
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In  the  73  samples  which,  apart  from  the  presence  of  dirt,  were  considered  to  be  up  to  the  Government 
standard,  the  average  composition  was  9 per  cent,  of  non-fatty  solids  and  3.96  per  cent,  of  fats,  a total  of  12.96 
per  cent,  of  solids,  the  Government  standards  for  prosecution  purposes  being  8.5  per  cent,  and  3 per  cent, 
respectively,  or  a total  of  11.5  per  cent.  Thus,  where  the  amount  of  either  of  the  solids  did  not  fall  below  the 
standard,  the  Isle  of  Wight  milks  were  12.6  per  cent,  above  the  minimum  required. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that,  apart  from  the  presence  of  dirt  in  the  samples,  the  quality  of  Island  milk 

has  improved  in  the  last  nine  years  by  1.6  per  cent,  in  its  non-fatty  solids,  and  by  9.3  per  cent,  in  its  fatty  solids 

a very  gratifying  result. 

In  67  of  these  73  instances  where  the  specific  gravity  was  taken,  it  averaged  1,032.3. 

APPEALS  TO  HIGH  COURT. 

In  consequence  of  adverse  decisions  in  the  local  courts,  two  were  appealed  against,  one  successfully,  the 
other  unsuccessfully,  the  successful  one  being  the  “hot  milk”  case.  Samples  of  hot  milk  had  been  taken  owing 
to  the  watered  material  that  is  sometimes  offered  when  “hot  milk”  is  asked  for  in  restaurants,  such  being 
frequently  diluted  with  water.  (In  one  case  that  did  not  come  before  a bench,  the  vendor  had  admitted  that  she 
had  put  a little  water  in  the  pan  to  prevent  the  milk  burning,  but  as  the  mixture  was  still  above  the  Government 
minimum  standard,  the  Analyst  certified  it  as  “genuine  milk,”  and  no  prosecution  followed.) 

It  has  been  seriously  argued  in  the  local  Court  that  when  “hot  milk”  was  asked  for,  a vendor  could  supply 
one  hundred  per  cent,  water  if  he  chose  and  still  not  be  amenable  to  conviction,  there  being  no  official  standard 
for  hot  milk.”“ 

The  case  Herrington  v.  Slater  is  reported  at  length  in  the  issue  of  “Justice  of  the  Peace”  for  February 
19th,  1921. 

In  the  so-called  “dirty  milk”  case,  Kenny  v.  Cox,  reported  at  length  in  “Justice  of  the  Peace”  for  January 
29th,  1921,  the  appeal  did  not  succeed,  although  the  stated  case  indicated  that  “new  milk  of  good  quality”  had 
been  asked  for  and  that  the  analysis  showed  that  the  non-fatty  solids  were  well  in  excess  of  the  minimum  standard 
legal  requirements,  but  that  they  included  foreign  ingredients  consisting  of  “a  considerable  quantity  of  dirty 
debris,  partly  organic,”  such  matter  being  "likely  to  affect  the  sample  detrimentally  as  an  article  of  food.” 

Experiments  made  since  by  Dr.  A.  Angell,  the  County  Analyst,  have  shown  that  when  his  certificate  states 
that  “a considerable  quantity  of  dirty  debris”  is  present  in  milk,  a similar  appearance  is  obtainable  by  the  addition 
to  pure  milk  of  eight  grains  of  cow-dung  per  gallon. 

The  High  Court  seems  to  have  been  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  the  debris  in  the  milk  was  only 
visible  when  placed  under  the  high  power  of  a microscope,  whereas  when  the  Analyst  gave  evidence  in  the  local 
Court  he  said  he  looked  under  the  bottle  containing  the  sample  to  see  whether  there  was  a sediment  there  or  other- 
wise, and  whether  this  sediment  was  merely  a trace  or  in  greater  amount,  or  in  considerable  quantity,  as  the 
case  might  be,  and  that  he  worded  his  certificate  accordingly.  . 

Mr.  Justice  Darling,  in  his  judgment,  stated  that  “the  evidence  was  that  this  milk  was  supplied  as  it  came 
from  the  cow,  and  not  only  that,  but  that  some  attempt  had  been  made  to  remove  from  it  any  impurities  which 
might  accidentally  have  been  present.”  Unfortunately  this  was  incorrect,  as  no  evidence  whatever  for  the  defence 
was  given  in  the  local  court,  nor  was  any  evidence  called  by  either  side  in  the  High  Court.  Had  such  evidence 
been  offered,  cross-examination  would  have  shown  whether  the  above  statements  were  facts  or  otherwise.  The 
High  Court  unanimously  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  did  not  support  the  allegation  made  by  the 
prosecution  that  an  offence  had  been  committed,  and  that  the  local  Justices  were  right. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  since  these  cases  were  heard,  the  number  of  instances  of  dirt  in  milk 
has  been  much  less  in  the  samples  taken  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Ryde. — Twenty  samples  of  new  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory,  except 
in  August,  when  one  sample  was  slightly  deficient  in  fat  and  two  in  total  solids,  in  each  case  in  a degree  insufficient 
to  warrant  prosecution.  In  addition,  five  samples  were  examined  for  impurities,  two  of  which  were  reported  to 
be  “reasonably  clean”  and  one  as  “insufficiently  strained.”  The  rest  were  satisfactory. 

Besides  these  samples  of  milk,  two  samples  of  butter,  two  of  cream,  two  of  sal  volatile,  three  of  camphorated 
oil,  one  of  saccharine,  one  of  plum  jam,  and  one  of  marmalade  were  subjected  to  analysis,  and  all  were  found  to  be 
free  from  adulteration  or  impurity. 

□.—Prevalence  of,  anti  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  new  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  taken  from  the  weekly  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  are  given  in  Table  J. 


Table  J . — New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
During  the  Year  1920,  Classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Uocalities,  taken  from  their 

Weekly  Returns. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural. 

Cowes. 

East 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

St. 

Helens. 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever  

II 

7 

I 

l6 

2 

I 

25 

5 

3 

71 

Diphtheria  

22 

100 

28 

39 

3 

— 

1 

2 

195 

Typhoid  Fever  

2 

1 

— 

1 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Encephalitis  Uethargica . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

II 

— 

— 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

X 

X 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

25 

14 

3 

14 

5 

J7 

4 

5 

6 

93 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

3 

3 

— 

I 

— 

9 

Pneumonia 

6 

2 

3 

6 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Malaria 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 



4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

< — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

81 

128 

39 

85 

32 

26 

30 

11 

12 

444 

The  striking  features  in  the  above  Table  J are  the  large  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  at  Cowes  and  of 
scarlet  fever  at  Sandown. 


I4 


Cowes. — Of  ioo  cases  of  diphtheria  at  Cowes,  five  died,  37  cases  were  sent  to  Fairlee  Isolation  Hospital, 
of  which  one  died,  and  63  cases  were  treated  at  home,  with  four  deaths. 

In  four  cases  three  members  of  a household  were  affected  and  in  five  cases  two  members. 

Fifty-six  cases  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  the  rest  being  distributed  ffairly  equally  over  the 
other  months. 

Sixty-one  of  the  notifications  were  of  children  of  the  Council  Schools,  22  at  Cross  Street,  32  at  Denmark 
Road,  and  7 at  York  Street,  the  epidemic  being  mild  in  character,  and  many  cases  being  only  distinguishable  as 
diphtheria  by  bacteriological  test. 

In  considering  this  epidemic,  the  records  of  the  previous  ten  years,  from  1919 — 1910,  recording  backwards, 
are  as  follow  : 75,  35,  69,  16,  o,  1,  8,  25,  18,  and  6. 

In  1907  there  were  86  cases,  and  in  that  year  neither  the  milk,  water,  or  drainage  were  considered  to  be  at 
fault.  It  is  clear,  as  Dr.  Mayo  says,  from  the  above  record  that  diphtheria  tends  to  be  unduly  prevalent  in  Cowes, 
dormant  sometimes,  and  breaking  out  into  expensive  and  troublesome  epidemics  at  other  times. 

Dr.  Mayo,  after  suggesting  that  the  main  sewers  in  two  or  three  areas  may  be  at  fault,  and  that  they 
require  investigation,  states  that  “disinfection  of  households  is  incomplete,  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  and 
clothing  being  but  rarely  carried  out.  This,”  as  he  has  urged  in  previous  reports,  “can  best  be  done  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority  becoming  a Constituent  Authority  of  the  Fairlee  Isolation  Hospital.  As  the  outbreaks 
always  begin  in  the  Council  Schools,  the  School  Nurse,  as  in  previous  years,  kept  a constant  look-out  for  early 
cases  and  carriers,  and  much  swabbing  was  carried  out  in  likely  cases,  a few  positive  throats  being  found.  In 
the  presence  of  an  epidemic  this  probably  would  have  been  better  replaced  by  swabbing  of  whole  classes  instead 
of  picked  cases,  as  in  1917  and  1918.  Drinking  cups  were  taken  away  from  the  water  taps,  and  as  many  parents 
and  children  as  possible  instructed  to  gargle  with  permanganate  of  potash  solution.  An  unlimited  supply  of 
serum  was  always  available,  and  for  37  cases  that  needed  isolation  beds  were  obtainable  at  Fairlee.” 

This  last  statement  implies  that  the  remaining  63  cases  either  did  not  need  isolation  or  that  isolation  was 
obtainable  at  their  own  homes.  But  in  few  houses  is  efficient  isolation  possible. 

It  has  been  considered  probable  throughout  by  your  County  Medical  Officer  that  the  main  cause  of  the 
continuance  of  the  epidemic  in  Cowes  has  been  the  inefficiency  of  the  isolation  employed  at  the  homes  of  infected 
individuals.  Cowes  has  spent  large  sums  of  money  in  treating  cases  of  diphtheria  in  1920  and  other  past  years, 
but  the  town  has  always  had  inefficient  isolation  as  the  main  weak  link  in  its  protecting  armour,  apart  from  the 
defective  disinfection  alluded  to  by  its  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; and  until  all  cases  are  properly  isolated  and 
the  homes  subsequently  thoroughly  disinfected,  the  epidemic  will  drag  on,  unless  or  until  a new  generation  arises 
that  is  naturally  immune  or  made  so  artificially  by  “ Schick”  or  other  processes. 

Dr.  Mayo  states  further  that  “there  are  too  many  uncleanly  houses  and  ill-cared-for  children,  and  diphtheria 
tends  to  break  out  where  these  go  to  school.  It  is  but  rarely  that  the  private  schools — though  of  ter  more  crowded 
— are  responsible  for  either  starting  or  maintaining  an  epidemic.” 

Writing  in  the  “Therapeutic  Gazette,”  E.  E.  Bauer,  who  is  in  charge  of  Schick  testing  and  active  im- 
munisation for  the  Philadelphia  Department  of  Health,  has  made  observation  on  3,000  children  with  the  following 
results  : Up  to  six  months  infants  enjoyed  immunity  to  diphtheria  ; from  six  months  to  three  years  72.5  per 
cent,  gave  a positive  Schick  reaction  ; from  three  to  five  years  46  per  cent,  were  positive  ; from  five  to  ten  years 
32.4  per  cent.  ; from  ten  to  twenty  years  28.2  per  cent.  ; and  over  20  years  13.2  per  cent.  Eleven  hundred 
persons  who  were  discovered  to  be  susceptible  to  diphtheria  by  the  Schick  test  were  given  toxin-antitoxin  ; 
200  of  these  were  re-tested  at  the  end  of  five  months,  and  all  gave  a negative  test.  Bauer  concludes  that  the  proper 
way  to  meet  the  diphtheria  problem  is  the  universal  injection  of  all  babies  under  two  years  of  age  with  toxin- 
antitoxin,  the  Schick  testing  and  permanent  immunisation  of  all  other  pre-school-age  children,  and  the  Schick 
testing  of  all  school  children,  with  administration  of  toxin-antitoxin  to  those  found  to  be  susceptible.  . 

According  to  W.  H.  Park,  three  injections  of  toxin-antitoxin  give  an  immunity  in  95  per  cent,  of  the 
cases,  which  developes  between  the  fourth  and  twelfth  week,  and  persists  for  at  least  three  and  a quarter  years. 
The  injections  are  absolutely  harmless,  1,950  babies  from  three  to  five  days  old  having  been  injected  without  any 
ill  effects.  The  older  the  child,  the  greater  the  reaction.  The  reaction  is  more  severe  in  adults  than  in  children, 
and  is  due  to  the  presence  of  peptones  and  other  foreign  products  in  the  broth,  and  not  to  the  toxin-antitoxin 
itself.  Bauer  found  that  the  reaction  usually  occurred  after  the  first  injection,  and  was  milder  or  absent  altogether 
after  the  second  or  third  dose. 

It  is  improbable,  however,  that  the  bulk  of  the  Cowes  population  would  submit  to  the  Schick  tests,  knowing, 
as  we  do,  their  present  objection  to  vaccination  against  the  risks  of  small-pox,  so,  although  the  toxin-antitoxin 
methods  above  mentioned  may  be  serviceable  and  efficient,  one  can  but  recommend  as  a more  practical  and 
serviceable  measure  that  the  Cowes  Urban  District  Council  should  thoroughly  and  promptly  isolate  for  the  usually 
recognised  period,  elsewhere  than  at  home,  any  sufferers  from  diphtheria,  and  also  any  carrier  cases,  and  to  disin- 
fect thoroughly  by  the  most  efficient  known  methods  the  homes,  bedding,  and  clothing  of  all  affected  by  the 
disease. 

Though  the  deaths  from  diphtheria  at  Cowes,  five  in  all,  were  no  great  number,  yet  as  survivors  are  often 
seriously  affected  bodily  throughout  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  the  total  effects  of  epidemics,  apart  from 
their  present  cost  and  inconvenience,  remain  invisible  for  a long  period,  the  treatment  of  this  disease  at  Cowes 
deserves  and  should  receive  further  serious  consideration.  Cowes  in  this  last  four  years  has  had  24  deaths  from 
diphtheria  and  279  cases  in  all — a truly  formidable  total  for  a small  community. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  jrear  there  was  a considerable  epidemic  of  measles  with  six  deaths. 

Rural  District. — Of  ten  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  only  one  was  treated  at  home  and  all  recovered.  Although 
there  were  71  cases  in  the  Island  during  the  year,  such  was  the  mildness  of  the  epidemic  that  there  was  not  a single 
fatal  case. 

Of  21  cases  of  diphtheria,  only  one,  which  was  notified  after  recovery,  was  treated  at  home. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  diphtheria,  a Wroxall  case,  which  was  removed  to  the  hospital  at  Ventnor, 
and  died  of  a virulent  laryngeal  affection  within  a few  hours  of  admission,  after  the  operation  of  tracheotomy 
had  been  performed.  Her  sister  had  been  removed  to  hospital  but  10  days  previously,  and  she,  as  a contact, 
had  had  her  throat  swabbed,  the  swab  being  returned  as  negative. 

A case  of  enteric  fever  was  notified  in  Binstead  in  a patient  just  arrived  from  South  Africa,  and  a case  of 
paratyphoid  fever  notified  at  Yarmouth  had  just  reached  this  country  from  Spain. 

East  Cowes. — Twenty-seven  cases  of  diphtheria,  25  being  notified  by  doctors  and  two  discovered  by  the 
School  Nurse  taking  swabs  in  cases  of  suspicious  sore  throats.  No  deaths  occurred,  although  three  cases  were 
of  a very  virulent  type.  All  the  cases  were  removed  immediately  to  the  Fairlee  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all  con- 
tacts were  swabbed. 

A local  chemist  provides  antitoxin  to  doctors,  so  that  an  injection  can  be  given  at  once  without  awaiting 
the  result  of  a swab.  Mortality  from  this  disease  is  always  caused  by  delay  in  the  injection  of  antitoxin,  and,  as 
Dr.  Gibson  points  out,  no  deaths  occur  in  patients  treated  on  the  first  day  of  the  disease,  whereas  for  every  day’s 
delay  the  mortality  rapidly  increases. 


Newport. — During  February  and  March  a slight  epidemic  of  diphtheria  was  prevalent,  six  cases  being 
isolated  at  home  and  24  cases  going  to  Fairlee,  the  most  stringent  disinfection  being  carried  out  in  each  case. 

Ryde.—A  wide  prevalence  of  whooping  cough  in  the  spring  caused  the  deaths  of  three  children.  There 
cases  of  diphtheria,  one  of  them  an  imported  one,  were  successfully  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  were 
its  only  occupants  during  the  year  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

Two  cases  of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  one  family,  following  a previous  case  in  the  same  family  in  1919. 
The  family  being  one  of  very  dirty  habits,  the  infection  occurred  before  the  case  was  fully  diagnosed  and  before 
it  could  be  guarded  against. 

The  third  case  was  a nurse  in  the  County  Hospital,  who  contracted  the  disease  from  the  above  cases. 

The  fourth  was  a child  who  had  admittedly  eaten  a few  cockles  two  or  three  weeks  before. 

The  fifth  case  lived  two  doors  away  from  the  two  cases  previously  reported,  and  occurred  four  months 
afterwards,  but  no  source  of  infection  was  discoverable,  though  the  houses  are  insanitary  from  lack  of  light  and  air. 

The  sixth  case,  a boy  of  five,  lived  in  insanitary  premises,  the  keeping  of  animals  there  and  accumulation 
of  manure,  etc.,  having  been  often  a cause  of  complaint. 

The  seventh  case,  a very  slight  one,  was  notified  from  the  County  Hospital  after  recovery. 

Three  children  suffering  from  scabies  and  vermin,  from  a dirty  overcrowded  house,  were  admitted  and 
treated  at  the  instance  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  whilst  the  home  was  cleansed. 

St.  Helens. — There  were  two  cases  of  enteric  fever,  one  of  them,  a boy,  having  been  an  in-patient  at  the 
Royal  I.W.  County  Hospital  suffering  from  a fractured  leg  up  to  14  days  previous  to  the  disease  becoming 
manifest.  Several  cases  had  occurred  in  the  Hospital  during  his  stay  there,  and  it  is  probable  this  was  the  source 
of  his  attack. 

The  second  case  was  in  Oakfield  in  a house  where  a similar  case  occurred  some  years  previously,  but 
bacteriological  examination,  with  a view  to  the  possibility  of  the  former  case  being  a “carrier,”  proved  negative, 
and  the  source  of  the  attack  could  not  be  traced. 

Both  these  cases  were  admitted  into  the  County  Hospital. 

A case  of  scarlet  fever  was  perfectly  isolated  in  a house  at  Seaview. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria,  but  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles,  one  case  being  fatal. 

Disinfection  of  premises  in  which  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  by 
the  Council’s  employees,  and  only  a small  charge  is  made  where  disinfection  is  requested  in  the  case  of  other 
diseases.  Bedding  and  clothing  is  sent  to  Fairlee  for  disinfection  free  of  charge. 

Sundown. — All  the  27  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Scotchell’s  Bridge, 
all  recovering. 

The  use  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  has  not  been  called  for  at  the  public  expense  during  the  year,  nor  have 
bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis  been  utilised. 

Shanklin. — Five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed  to  hospital,  all  recovering.  Attention  is  called  in 
the  report  to  the  fact  that  a considerable  number  of  children  in  Shanklin  are  not  vaccinated. 

Ventnor. — The  town  has  been  remarkably  free  from  cases  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year,  only  six 
cases  in  all  having  been  notified,  apart  from  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  no  deaths  occurring.  Two  cases  of  diph- 
theria occurred,  both  being  removed  to  hospital. 

A prophylactic  vaccine  against  influenza  was  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  being  utilised  to  some 
extent,  all  the  medical  men  in  the  town  being  supplied  with  it,  and  a notice,  urging  the  public  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  use  of  it  was  advertised  in  the  local  press. 

The  principal  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  through  visitors  bringing  the  infection  from  other  districts. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Details  of  the  notifications  received  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1912,  are  given  in  the  following  Table  K : — 


Table  K. — Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  Period  from  the  4TH  January,  1920, 

to  the  ist  January,  1921. 


Age  Periods. 

(1) 

Number  of  Notifications  on  Form  A. 

Number  of  Notifications  on  Form  B. 

Number  of  Notifica- 
tions on  Form  C. 

Primary  Notifications. 

Total 

Notifications 
(i.e.,  including 
cases 

previously 
notified 
by  other 
doctors). 

(M) 

Number  of  Primary 
Notifications. 

Total 

Notifications 
(i.e.,  including 
cases 

previously 
notified 
by  other 
doctors) . 

(■9) 

Poor 

Law 

Institu- 

tions. 

(20) 
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(21) 

0 
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1 

G) 

I 

to 

5 
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| 
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(4)  (5) 

15 

to 

20 

(6) 

20 

to 

25 

(7) 

25 

to 

35 

(8) 

35 

to 

45 

(9) 

I 

45  55 

to  to 
55  65 

(10)  (n) 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

(12) 

Total 

Primary 

Notifica- 

tions. 

(13) 

Under 

5 

(15) 

5 

to 

10 

(16) 

O £ »n 

Total. 

(18) 

Pulmonary  : 

Males 

1 

2 

6 

II 

8 

2 ! I 

31 

31 

1 

I 

2 

2 

I 

3 

Females  ... 

3 1 

9 

8 

8 

6 

3 

I 

39 

40 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

Non-pulmonary  : 

Males 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

I 

I 

Females  ... 

I 

Ii 

1 

3 

5 

5 

As  indicated  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1918,  the  services  of  your  County  Medical  Officer  are  now  being 
freely  utilised  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  upon  cases  of  discharged  ex-service  men  suffering  from  tuberculosis, 
the  sum  of  £34  is.  having  been  earned  in  that  capacity  during  the  Council’s  financial  year,  and  the  fees  thus 
earned  have  been  paid  over  by  him  to  your  Council  in  accordance  with  his  agreement  of  service. 

Rural  District. — The  method  of  control  of  this  disease  is  more  difficult  than  in  the  other  forms  of  infectious 
disease.  Notifications  have  been  received  from  medical  practitioners  of  patients  who  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  they  are  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  are  inclined  to  resent  a visit  from  an  official  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority. 

In  seven  cases  where  the  patients  died  without  having  been  notified,  the  Rural  District  Council  sent 
notices  to  practitioners  calling  their  attention  to  the  necessity  for  notifying  every  case  of  tuberculosis. 

Where  a death  occurs,  disinfection  is  carried  out,  and  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  by  steam  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Newport. — Spitting  bottles  are  provided  where  necessary.  Disinfection  was  performed  after  death  or 
removal  in  19  instances. 

Ryde. — The  notification  of  tuberculosis  remains  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance. 


< 
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Si.  Helens—  The  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to  notification  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  not 
sufficiently  complied  with  by  the  medical  men  practising  in  the  district.  During  the  year  only  nine  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  and  of  these  five  were  notified  by  institutional  medical  officers  on  Forms 
C and  D,  and  one,  by  the  County  School  Medical  Officer,  of  glandular  tuberculosis.  One  fatal  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  registered,  which  had  not  been  notified,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  feels  confident  that 
more  than  three  cases  were  diagnosed  during  the  year  which  could  have  been  notified  to  him  on  Form  A. 

Sundown. — The  requirements  as  to  notification  have  been  complied  with.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining 
adequate  sanatorium  accommodation  still  remains. 

Ventnor. — Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  after  death,  or  removal,  when  known.  Of  the  deaths 
from  tuberculosis,  fifteen  of  the  cases  were  in  persons  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  district  on  account  of  their 
health,  i.e.,  they  had  contracted  the  disease  elsewhere. 

TREATMENT  OF  CASES  UNDER  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  COUNTY  INSURANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Of  ioo  cases  treated  during  the  year  (July  ist,  1919 — June  30th,  1920)  51  per  cent,  had  materially  im- 
proved, 16.67  Per  cent.  were  not  doing  well,  14  per  cent,  had  died.  Sixteen  other  cases  were  still  under  treat- 
ment, five  declined  the  treatment  offered,  one  was  awaiting  a vacant  bed  at  a hospital  when  the  report  was  issued, 
three  were  found  not  to  be  tubercular,  and  treatment  was  not  granted  in  one  case. 

The  advisability  of  obtaining  treatment  early  in  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  once  more  plainly  shown  by  the 
results  of  treatment  given  in  the  tollowing  Table  L - 

Table  L. 


Results. 

Pulmonary  Cases. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Cases. 

Total. 

Class  I. 

Class  II. 

Class  III. 

Early  Cases. 

Intermediate  Cases. 

Advanced  Cases. 

Improved 

15 

26 

4 

1 

46 

Without  improvement 

1 

4 

10 

— 

15 

Died  ...  

— 

13 

— 

13 

Still  under  treatment 

8 

4 

4 

— 

16 

Declined  treatment  offered 

3 

I 

1 

5 

Awaiting  sanatorium  vacancy 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total  ...  

28 

34 

32 

2 

96 

Of  113  cases  treated  during  the  period  July  ist,  1920 — April  30th,  1921,  53  per  cent,  had  materially 
improved,  23  per  cent,  were  riot  doing  well,  and  15  per  cent,  had  died.  Four  other  cases  were  still  under  treatment, 
and  five  were  awaiting  a vacant  bed  at  a hospital  or  sanatorium  when  the  report  was  issued. 


The  advisibility  of  obtaining  treatment  early  in  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  again  plainly  shown  by  the  results 
of  treatment  given  in  the  following  Table  M : — 

Table  M. 


Results. 

Pulmonary  Cases. 

Total. 

Class  I. 

Class  II. 

Class  III. 

Pulmonary 

Early  Cases. 

Intermediate  Cases. 

Advanced  Cases. 

Improved  ... 

43 

14 

2 

1 

60 

Without  improvement 

5 

11 

10 

— 

26 

Died  

— 

18 

— 

18 

Still  under  treatment 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Awaiting  vacant  bed 

3 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Total 

54 

27 

30 

2 

1*3 

As  sanatorium  benefit  has  now  ceased  to  be  included  among  the  benefits  conferred  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Acts,  Domiciliary  Treatment  for  Tuberculosis  will  be  given  as  part  of  an  insured  person’s 
ordinary  medical  benefit,  and  institutional  treatment  for  all  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  whether  insured 
or  otherwise,  must  be  provided  by  County  Councils.  The  provision  of  such  has  met  with  your  careful  considera- 
tion, and  a scheme  with  this  object  in  view  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  time  sanatorium  benefit  has  been  administered  by  the  Insurance  Committee  (July,  1912 — 
April,  1921)  436  insured  persons  applied  to  the  Committee  for  Sanatorium  Benefit,  and  during  that  period  a 
sum  of  £5,875  has  been  spent  on  institutional  treatment  and  £1,267  on  extra  nourishment.  The  doctors  have 
also  received  £4,388  in  respect  of  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  tuberculosis  during  that  period.  Of  these  436 
cases,  1x3  are  known  to  have  died. 

Under  new  regulations,  panel  practitioners  as  from  Ma}^  ist,  1921,  are  required  to  furnish  on  a prescribed 
form  at  intervals  not  exceeding  three  months  periodical  reports  upon  those  of  their  patients  who  are  suffering 
from  tuberculosis,  and  who  are  being  treated  at  home.  This  form,  entitled  ‘'Record  of  Progress,”  is  contained 
in  the  Schedule  to  the  new  Regulations.  It  is  provided  that  practitioners  shall  transmit  their  reports  to  the 
Regional  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  G.  W.  Eustace,  ‘'Alvington,”  London  Road,  Portsmouth),  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
who  will  forward  them  to  the  appropriate  tuberculosis  officer. 


The  following  Table  N,  referring  to  tuberculosis  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  is  of  interest : — 

Table  N. — Notifications  of,  and  Deaths  from,  Tuberculosis  in  the  last  Twenty  Years. 


Year. 

Notifications  of 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Notifications  of 
other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Total 

Notifications  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from 
other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Total 

Deaths  from 
Tuberculosis. 
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28 
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32 
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1909 
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41 

145 

I9IO 
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93 

21 

114 

I91I 

hH  +5 

79 

30 

IO9 

1912 

225 

— 

225 

78 

20 

98 

1913 

132 

51 

183 

67 

19 

86 

1914 

98 

29 

12  7 

57 

27 

84 

1915 

73 

*9 

92 

84 

l6 

100 

1916 

112 

17 

I29 

54 

23 

77 

1917 

88 

25 

113 

70 

25 

95 

1918 

129 

21 

150 

80 

15 

95 

1919 

73 

J9 

92 

79 

15 

94 

I92O 

83 

8 

91 

81 

14 

95 

Average  ... 

112 

23 

133 

90 

23 

113 

VENEREAD  DISEASES. 

The  Venereal  Clinic  has  been  continued  at  the  Royal  Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital  at  Ryde.  Particulars 
given  hereunder,  supplied  by  the  Venereal  Clinical  Medical  Officer  in  Table  O,  indicate  the  use  made  of  it.  There 
is  ample  provision  in  the  Island  for  all  cases  of  these  diseases  needing  treatment,  and  this  treatment  is  given 
free  to  all  comers,  without  recommendatory  letters,  and  rail  fares  are  given  to  necessitous  cases,  on  application 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  these  diseases  are  infectious  diseases  which  cause  intense  misery, 
suffering,  and  ill-health,  that  they  often  attack  the  innocent,  that  the  surest  way  of  diminishing  their  extent  is 
by  strict  continence,  and  that,  when  incontinence  occurs,  the  spread  of  venereal  disease  can  be  probably  prevented 
by  the  adoption  of  immediate  self-disinfection  by  a thorough  washing  before  and  afterwards  with  a port-wine- 
coloured  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash,  followed  by  the  application  of  30  per  cent,  calomel  ointment, 
provided  always  the  individual  is  not  so  much  under  the  influence  of  drink  as  to  be  unable  to  apply  these  measures 
in  a reasonably  efficient  manner. 

Table  O. — Return  Relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  Treated  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Ryde 


during  the  Year  Ended  the  31ST  December,  1920. 


Conditions 

Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

other  than 
Venereal. 

Total. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1.  Number  of  persons  who,  on  the  1st  January,  1920, 

were  under  treatment  for 

13 

II 

3 

I 

I 

I 

J7 

13 

2.  Number  of  persons  dealt  with  during  the  year  at 
or  in  connection  with  the  Out-patient  Clinic  for 
the  first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from— 

Syphilis  only  ... 

2b 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

13 

Gonorrhoea  only 

— 

— 

19 

7 

— 

— 

19 

7 

Syphilis  and  gonorrhoea 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

18 

22 

18 

Total — Item  2 

27 

13 

20 

7 

22 

18 

68 

38 

Total — Items  1 and  2 

40 

24 

23 

8 

23 

19 

85 

5i 

3.  Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend  the  Out- 

patient  Clinic  without  completing  treatment  for 

23 

13 

13 

2 

— 

— 

36 

15 

4.  Number  of  persons  discharged  from  the  Out-patient 
Clinic  after  completion  of  treatment  and  obser- 

vation  for 

— 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5.  Number  of  persons  under  treatment  on  Jan.  1, 1921 

16 

8 

9 

5 

8 

7 

33 

20 

6.  Number  of  doses  given  of  salvarsan  substitutes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

229 

7.  Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at  the  Out-patient 

Clinic  who  were  suffering  from 

8.  Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient  days”  of  treat- 

329 

226 

108 

48 

52 

42 

489 

316 

ment  given  to  persons  who  were  suffering  from... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

0 

9.  Number  of  persons  transferred  to  other  Treatment 

Centres  after  Treatment  for 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

There  were  sent  to  the  Royal  Portsmouth  Hospital’s  Pathological  Laboratory  from  the  Centre  49  specimens 
for  the  detection  of  gonococci,  and  77  for  the  Wasserman  reaction. 

Two  medical  practitioners  in  the  Island  have  been  supplied  with  salvarsan  substitutes,  one  being  at  Fresh- 
water and  the  other  at  Newport. 


E.— Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Your  Committee  adopted  the  following  scheme  concerning  the  duties  of  nurses  or  health  visitors  in  relation 
to  infant  welfare  centres  : — 

1.  The  nurse  shall  act  generally  under  the  directions  of  the  Local  Infant  Welfare  Committee.  She  shall 

carry  out  all  the  instructions  given  to  her  by  the  Local  Committee  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
the  Centre  other  than  any  actual  treatment  of  the  mothers  or  children. 

2.  She  shall  carry  out  all  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Centre,  or  the  County  Medical 

Officer  of  Health,  and  the  County  Superintendent  Nurse  with  respect  to  all  medical  matters. 

3.  Subject  to  the  directions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Centre  or  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

or  the  County  Superintendent  Nurse,  she  shall  advise  expectant  mothers  in  matters  relating  to  their 
health,  primarily  in  regard  to  the  conditions  directly  associated  with  pregnancy,  but  also  as  to  general 
ailments  which  indirectly  affect  their  physical  welfare. 

4.  The  Local  Committee  shall  fix  the  day,  time,  and  place  for  holding  the  Centre.  They  shall  keep  all 

records,  show  model  garments,  and  give  instructions  as  to  making  the  same,  and  have  entire  control 
of  the  Centre,  except  with  respect  to  medical  matters. 

5.  The  Local  Committee  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  consulted  as  to  family  circumstances  before  the  Medical 

Officer  of  the  Centre,  or  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  certifies  that  the  provision  of  food  for 
expectant  mothers,  nursing  mothers,  and  for  children  under  five  years  of  age  is  necessary,  and  that 
the  case  is  necessitous. 

6.  If  the  Health  Visitor  or  Nurse  does  not  carry  out  the  reasonable  directions  of  the  Local  Committee,  or 

the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Centre,  or  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  the  County  Superintendent 
Nurse,  or  if  any  difference  arises  between  the  Nurse  and  the  Local  Committee  or  the  before-mentioned 
officers,  the  matter  shall  be  at  once  reported  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the 
County  Council. 

Local  Committees  have  been  formed  at  Cowes,  East  Cowes,  Newport,  and  Sandown. 

At  Newport  Dr.  J.  F.  Dowdall  has  acted  as  Honorary  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  and 
has  been  regular  in  his  attendance  thereat,  the  value  of  his  services  being  greatly  appreciated  by  those  in 
attendance,  by  the  officials,  by  the  Local  Committee,  and  also  by  members  of  the  County  Council  and  its 
Committees. 

During  the  year  midwives  attended  1,142  births,  of  which  260  were  maternity  cases  and  882  purely 
midwives’  cases,  medical  help  being  summoned  121  times,  i.e.,  in  13.7  per  cent,  of  the  midwives’  cases,  compared 
with  14.8  per  cent,  in  the  year  1919.  (This  number  is  exclusive  of  those  attended  by  a midwife  who  was  subse- 
quently struck  off  the  roll,  who  made  no  return.) 

During  the  year  two  fees  at  £3  3s.,  20  at  £2  2s.,  and  three  at  £1  is.  were  paid  to  medical  practitioners  for 
professional  services  to  patients  who  were  declared  to  be  necessitous,  but  of  a total  of  £51  9s.  a certain  amount 
(£24  8s.  6d.)  has  been  recovered,  the  patients  being  considered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
well  able  to  pay  the  fees  charged.  The  County  Council  is  by  statute  bound  to  pay  for  any  medical  help  rendered 
on  a midwife’s  summons  for  professional  assistance,  but  the  fee  is  legally  recoverable  if  the  patient  is  found  not 
to  be  in  needy  circumstances. 

Of  the  25  cases,  11  were  wholly  excused  payment  and  one  in  part,  and  of  the  remainder  10  have  since  paid 
off  the  whole  amount  and  two  have  made  payments  on  account.  During  the  year  legal  action  was  taken  to 
recover  payment  for  a case  in  1919,  and  judgment  was  obtained  In  favour  of  the  County  Council  at  the  County 
Court,  and  pavments  are  now  being  made. 

MIDWIVES. 

Forty-five  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practice  midwifery  in  the  Island  during  the  year, 
44  of  these  being  certificated  and  one  uncertificated,  although  the  latter  had  had  some  training  in  a hospital. 

Of  these  45  midwives,  17  practised  independently  and  28  for  nursing  associations. 

Ninety-eight  routine  and  two  special  visits  were  paid  to  midwives  during  the  year  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  apart  from  the  visits  paid  by  the  County  Superintendent  Nurse. 

One  Island  midwife  has  recently  been  struck  off  the  Roll  for  breaking  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’ 

Board. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  well  shown  in  Table  P. 


Table  P. — Showing  the  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  1920. 


To  Expectant  Mothers. 

To  Infants  under  I. 

Total  Visits 
to  Children 
1-5- 

At  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 
Average  Attendance  per 
Session. 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Cowes  Nurse  ... 

43 

299 

154 

1434 

376 

3 

58 

East  Cowes  ,, 

50 

292 

105 

1400 

I3II 

1 

22 

Newport  ,, 

182 

483 

187 

314 

IO39 

4 

35 

Sandown  ,, 

149 

2I§ 

204 

1126 

1371 

6 

30 

Ryde  District  Nurse  ... 

272 

390 

290 

2715 

2326 

8 

75 

Nettlestone  ,,  ,, 

12 

68 

14 

64 

6 

0 

35 

St.  Helens 

22 

151 

28 

295 

24 

— 

— 

Bembridge  ,,  ,, 

20 

196 

20 

300 

212 

0 

15 

Ventnor  ,,  ,, 

29 

105 

54 

254 

36 

4 

16 

Chale  ,,  ,, 

7 

47 

7 

95 

14 

— 

— 

Gatcombe  „ ,, 

40 

49 

40 

50 

89 

— 

— 

Brighstone  ,,  ,, 

2 

6 

14 

30 

7 

— 

— 

Freshwater  ,,  ,, 

20 

107 

123 

497 

88 

1 

23 

Yarmouth  ,,  ,, 

11 

28 

14 

47 

100 

0 

14 

Carisbrooke  ,, 

60 

130 

46 

100 

160 

4 

13 

Wootton  ,,  ,, 

39 

114 

36 

378 

94 

— 

— 

Nurse  Scovell  (for  Niton,  &c.) 

8 

18 

14 

70 

98 

— 

— 

County  Superintendent  Nurse 

2 

10 

77 

382 

86 

— 

— 

Total 

768 

2711 

1427 

9551 

7437 

2.8 

30.5 

Though  figures  are  called  for,  still  the  good  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  cannot  be  adequately  expressed 
numerically.  Thus  one  Health  Visitor  writes  : “For  some  time  my  health  visiting  has  been  very  heavy.  Mothers 
constantly  send  notes  or  messages  for  me  to  visit  babies  or  younger  children.  Father  often  unemployed  and  no 
money  to  send  for  doctor,  and  I must  often  visit  each  day  and  sometimes  twice  a day  until  the  child  is  on  the  road 
to  recovery.” 

COUNTY  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  continues  its  excellent  work  of  “training,  supplying,  and  supervising  district  nurses  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight.” 

During  the  year  the  Brook  and  Brighstone  Nursing  Association  began  work,  and  now  employs  a nurse- 
midwife,  who  also  acts  as  School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  for  Brook,  Brighstone,  and  Calbourne. 

Brading  is  understood  to  be  about  to  form  a District  Nursing  Association,  and  possibly  one  may  also  be 
formed  in  the  near  future  in  the  vicinity  of  Calbourne  or  Newbridge. 

The  following  Table  Q shows  the  work  done  in  the  different  districts,  the  work  being  counted  up  to  March 
31st,  1921,  the  official  year  end  : — 

Table  Q. 


Nursing  Associations. 

Medical 

Cases. 

Surgical 

Cases. 

Midwifery 

Cases. 

Maternity 

Cases. 

Total 

Cases. 

Visits 

Paid. 

Brighstone,  Brook,  and  Mottistone  f ••• 

5 

7 

1 

0 

13 

403 

Carisbrooke  

69 

65 

44 

12 

776* 

3312 

Chale,  Kingston,  and  Shorwell  ... 

9 

8 

6 

1 

24 

494 

East  Cowes  and  Whippingham  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  return 

Freshwater  and  Totland 

Gatcombe,  Chillerton,  Blackwater,  Rook- 

66 

33 

9 

7 

309 

756 

ley,  Merstone,  and  Godshill 

21 

16 

17 

7 

61 

272 

Newport 

153 

120 

171 

34 

478 

6510 

Niton,  Whitwell,  and  St.  Lawrence 

30 

23 

7 

5 

65 

Not  slated 

Ryde  

2 91 

167 

180 

91 

7 29 

15520 

St.  Helens  ... 

• 25 

32 

13 

9 

179 

2690 

Sea  view  and  Nettlestone 

42 

30 

6 

3 

83 

2123 

Ventnor 

42 

20 

12 

2 

76 

1717 

Wootton  Bridge  and  District 

Yarmouth,  Thorley,  Ningwood,  and 

21 

— 

25 

5 

77* 

2128 

Wellow 

3i 

— 

19 

8 

58 

659 

Totals 

805 

521 

5io 

184 

2928 

36584 

* Including  casual  cases.  | Period  from  October  1st,  1920 — March,  1921,  only. 


F.— Sanitary  Administration. 

STAFF. 

Rural  District. — The  inspector  for  the  Central  District  has  been  provided  with  a motor  bicycle.  It  is  now 
recommended  that  the  Inspector  for  the  Eastern  District  be  similarly  equipped,  the  extent  of  his  area  being 
enlarged. 

Newport. — Mr.  A.  F.  Hart  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Meat,  and  Food,  and  Housing  Inspector, 
in  succession  to  Mr.  Hudson  in  June,  1920. 

St.  Helens. — Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  duties  of  the  combined  offices  of  Architect,  Surveyor,  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  District  are  greatly  increasing  in  the  way  of  clerical  work  and  supervision  of  road  work,  systematic 
inspection  of  the  District  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  strongly  of  opinion  that 
a Sanitary  Inspector  should  be  appointed  who  could  devote  his  entire  attention  to  sanitary  work. 

Shanklin. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  expresses  his  dissatisfaction  with  the  arrangement — a war-time 
measure  which  has  been  continued — by  -which  the  Surveyor  is  responsible  for  a Sanitary  Inspector’s  work. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Rural  District.— Fairlee  Hospital  has  proved  sufficient  during  the  year,  27  cases  out  of  29,  or  93  per  cent., 
having  been  moved  to  hospital. 

East  Cowes. — No  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  nursed  at  home  since  May,  1918,  and  no  case  of  scarlet  fever 
since  June,  1917. 

Ryde. — Two  wards  accommodate  12  patients  altogether.  This  usually  suffices,  but  in  case  of  more  than 
two  diseases  needing  to  be  accommodated  at  one  time,  or  separate  accommodation  being  required  for  the  two 
sexes,  the  hospital  would  cease  to  be  adequate  to  the  need.  Happily  this  has  rarely  occurred.  The  small-pox 
accommodation  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the  last  outbreak  is  not  approved  of  by  the  Ryde  Sanitary 
Authority. 

St.  Helens. — Fairlee  Hospital,  providing  as  it  does  for  Newport,  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District,  East 
Cowes,  and  St.  Helens,  is  admirably  conducted,  and  possesses  sufficient  accommodation.  Cases  of  enteric  fever 
are  received  into  the  County  Hospital. 

Shanklin. — The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Scotchell’s  Bridge  serves  both  Sandown  and  Shanklin,  being 
situated  in  the  Rural  District  and  equidistant  from  each  of  those  towns.  Five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed 
to  the  Hospital,  all  recovering. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  takes  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the 
central  passage.  One  was  subdivided  some  years  ago,  so  as  to  be  able  to  separate  the  sexes,  but  the  other  half 
has  not  been  so  divided.  Dr.  Cowper  does  not  “suppose  anything  will  be  done  unless  some  members  of  the  Board 
have  it  brought  home  to  them  by  members  of  their  families  having  to  undergo  treatment  there.”  He  further 
calls  attention  to  the  lack  of  accommodation  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  measles  or  chicken-pox,  which  he  considers 
a great  drawback  to  a health  resort.  He  considers  provision  should  be  made  to  isolate  the  first  case  or  two,  and 
thus  to  prevent  what  might  be  a serious  epidemic  if  it  occurred  in  the  middle  of  the  summer  when  the  town  has 
doubled  its  population. 
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If  this  accommodation  were  provided,  possibly  a ward  or  an  army  hut  might  be  provided  also  as  a discharge 
block  for  convalescent  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  ‘‘return  cases”  arising.  The 
phenomenon  of  “return  cases”  is  essentially  a hospital  one,  there  being  good  grounds  for  believing  these  cases 
to  be  due  to  recent  association  of  a discharged  patient  with  acute  cases  of  the  same  disease. 

Veninor. — Dr.  Cooke  states  that  ample  modern  isolation  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  at  the  Hospital 
on  the  northern  boundary  of  the  district,  there  being  two  wards  with  nurses’  and  caretakers’  quarters,  all  spacious 
and  well  kept,  and  standing  in  about  four  acres  of  rgound.  A modern  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  patients  is 
also  provided.  The  Hospital  is  under  the  management  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee,  and  is  said  to  be  most 
efficiently  administered. 

LOCAL  ACTS. 


Rural  District. — The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — Part  III. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Sections  34  to  38,  43  to  46,  and  48  to  50  of  Part  III,  and 
Sections  52  to  66  and  68  of  Part  IV,  throughout  the  district,  and  Sections  39  to  42  of  Part  III  in 
Freshwater,  Totland,  and  Yarmouth  only. 

These  Acts  are  said  to  be  utilised  to  the  full  extent  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  sanitary  work. 

Cowes. — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Parts  II,  III,  IV,  and  V. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899. 

Appointment  of  Overseers  and  Assistant  Overseers. 

Powers  of  Vestry  under  Sections  3 and  4 of  Poor  Rate  Assessment  and  Collection  Act,  1869. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Parts  II  and  III,  Sections  52  to  60,  62  to  65,  and  68  of  Part  IV, 
Parts  V and  VI,  Sections  79  to  83  of  Part  VII,  Parts  VIII,  IX,  and  X. 

East  Cowes. — The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Parts  II  and  III,  Sections  52  to  60,  62  to  65,  and  68  of  Part  IV, 
Parts  V and  VI,  Sections  79  and  81  of  Part  VII,  Parts  VIII,  IX,  and  X. 

Newport. — The  following  Acts  are  in  force  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Parts  II,  III,  and  V. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Appointment  of  Overseer  and  Assistant  Overseer. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Sections  25,  26,  and  33  of  Part  II,  Part  III,  Sections  34  to 
38,  45  to  47,  and  51  of  Part  IV,  and  Section  86  of  Part  VII. 

The  Baths  and  Wash  Houses  Acts,  1842 — 1899. 

Ryde. — The  following  Acts  are  in  force: — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Sections  15  to  29,  32  and  33  of  Part  II,  Part  III,  Sections 
52  to  65  of  Part  IV,  Part  VI,  Sections  81,  82,  83,  and  86  of  Part  VII,  Sections  87  to  90  of  Part  VIII, 
Sections  92  and  93  of  Part  X. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — -Parts  II,  III,  and  IV. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Local  Government  Act,  1894. 

Appointment  of  Overseers  and  Assistant  Overseers. 

Certain  powers  of  Parish  Council  under  Section  6 and  Section  17  (8). 

Powers  of  Vestry  under  Sections  3 and  4 of  Poor  Rate  Assessment  and  Collection  Act,  1869. 

St.  Helens. — The  following  have  been  adopted  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Parts  II,  III,  and  IV. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — Sections  1 to  7,  10  to  14,  16  to  21,  and  24. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Appointment  of  Overseer  and  Assistant  Overseers. 

Powers  of  Vestry  under  Sections  3 and  4 of  Poor  Rate  Assessment  and  Collection  Act,  1869. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Sections  15  to  25  and  27  to  33  of  Part  II,  Part  III,  Sections 
52  to  66  of  Part  IV,  Sections  81  and  82  of  Part  VII,  Part  VIII,  Sections  92,  93,  and  95  of  Part  X. 

Sandown.—  The  following  adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Parts  II,  III,  IV,  and  V. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907— Parts  II  and  III,  Sections  52  to  60,  62,  63,  64,  65,  67,  and  68 
of  Part  IV,  Parts  V,  VI,  VIII,  and  X. 

Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  11)  Act,  1896,  relating  to  Sandown  and 
Shanklin  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Shanklin. — The  following  are  in  force  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Part  III. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Appointment  of  Overseer  and  Assistant  Overseers. 

Powers  of  Parish  Council  under  Section  8 (1),  g,  h,  i,  k,  and  under  Section  13  (2)  and  17  (8). 

Powers  of  Vestry  under  Sections  3 and  4 of  Poor  Rate  Assessment  and  Collection  Act,  1869. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Parts  II,  III,  IV,  and  VI,  Sections  79,  82,  83,  and  84  of 
Part  VII,  and  Parts  VIII  and  X. 


Veninor. — The  following  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  : — 


Bye-laws  for  New  Streets  and  Buildings 

Driving  Cattle  through  Streets 
Removal  of  Shingle  from  Seashore 
Nuisances  and  Noxious  Matter 


made  25th  May,  1869. 

,,  6th  November,  1893. 

„ 1st  July,  1895. 

„ 1st  July,  1895. 

„ 1st  July,  1895. 


> 


\ 


21 


6. 

Bye-laws  for  Footpaths  Cleaning,  &c. 

made 

1st 

7- 

,,  ,,  New  Buildings 

ft 

8th 

8. 

,,  ,,  Hackney  Carriages 

ft 

5th 

9- 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Cowshieds,  Daries,  &c. 

ft 

19  th 

10. 

Bye-laws  for  New  Buildings 

ft 

6th 

11. 

12. 

„ „ Slaughter-houses 

,,  ,,  Prohibition  of  Burning  Garden  Refuse 

1 1 

ft 

8th 

J3- 

,,  ,,  Use  of  Foreshore 

ft 

14th 

14. 

,,  ,,  Boats,  Boatmen,  and  Vessels 

f > 

14th 

15- 

,,  ,,  Public  Bathing 

>> 

14th 

1903. 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899. 

Local  Government  Act,  1894  (Appointment  of  Overseers) . 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Sections  34  to  48  of  Part  II,  Sections  43  to  49  of  Part  III, 
Sections  52  to  65  of  Part  IV,  Sections  79  and  81  to  85  of  Part  VII,  and  Parts  VIII,  IX,  and  X. 
Ventnor  Local  Board  Act,  1884. 


CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

Rural  District. — Of  no  swabs  in  suspected  diphtheria  cases  ten  proved  positive.  Six  specimens  of  sputa 
were  also  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  all  proving  negative.  Messrs.  Angell,  of  the  Regents  Park 
Southampton,  Laboratories,  have  analysed  seventeen  water  samples  during  the  year. 

East  Cowes. — From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  168  swabs  were  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association 
in  London,  20  being  found  positive.  One  specimen  of  sputum  was  also  sent,  and  found  positive. 

St.  Helens. — The  Clinical  Research  Association  reports  on  specimens  of  material  by  telegram,  afterwards 
confirmed  by  letter.  A number  of  throat  swabs  sent  up  proved  negative. 

Shanklin. — In  order  that  medical  men  practising  in  this  district  may  be  able  to  get  bacteriological  examina- 
tions made  in  the  case  of  poor  patients  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  it,  the  Council  have  an  arrangement  whereby 
these  examinations  can  be  made  in  London  Laboratories  and  the  doctor  can  have  the  required  information  just 
as  he  does  in  the  case  of  a more  wealthy  private  patient. 


G.— Other  Services. 

THE  NATIONAL  INSURANCE  ACTS. 

The  amount  paid  to  doctors  in  1919  was  £8,083  for  treatment,  £188  for  drugs,  and  £20  for  mileage. 

In  1920  the  amounts  paid  were  £13,451  for  treatment,  £27 7 for  drugs,  and  £640  for  mileage. 

WORK  DONE  BY  THE  PANEL  CHEMISTS. 

During  1920  the  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  was  51,163,  at  a cost  of  £2,924,  averaging  13.7  pence 
per  prescription,  compared  with  56,632  at  a cost  of  £2,085  I2S-  9<i-  in  1919  averaging  8.83  pence  per  prescription. 

NUMBERS  OF  INSURED  PERSONS. 

The  numbers  of  insured  persons  on  the  I.W.  County  Insurance  Committee’s  Register  for  the  four  quarters 
of  the  year  1920  amount  to  28,957,  29,003,  29,412,  and  29,805  respectively,  an  average  of  29,294  per  quarter, 
compared  with  an  average  of  26,918  in  the  previous  year. 

Medical  practitioners  personally  supplied  drugs  and  appliances  to  their  patients  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
year  to  the  following  numbers  : 2,619,  2,626,  2,645,  2,609,  an  average  of  2,624  persons  per  quarter.  They  are 
now  paid  two  shillings  per  annum.  Any  necessary  catheters,  splints,  and  sera  are  paid  for  as  extras. 

As  considered  probable  in  last  year’s  report,  nearly  all  the  panel  doctors  have  accepted  this  flat  rate  of 
two  shillings  per  head,  and  only  one  practitioner  has  submitted  his  prescriptions  to  the  London  Pricing  Bureau. 

TERMINATION  OF  SANATORIUM  BENEFIT. 

As  mentioned  elsewhere,  on  April  30th,  1921,  Sanatorium  Benefit  ceased  to  be  administered  by  the  I.W. 
County  Insurance  Committee. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  written  expressing  his  appreciation  of  the  valuable  work  performed  by  the 
Insurance  Committee  and  its  officers  since  the  institution  of  Sanatorium  Benefit  in  furthering  the  National 
Scheme  for  the  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

A STATE  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

State  Medical  Referees  have  been  appointed  under  the  National  Insurance  Acts,  the  Regional  Officer  for 
the  Isle  of  Wight  (Dr.  G.  W.  Eustace)  having  his  headquarters  at  “Alvington,”  London  Road,  Portsmouth,  and 
engaging  a room  as  required  at  the  Ryde  Dispensary  or  at  Holyrood  House,  St.  Thomas’  Square,  Newport.  Their 
services  are  only  available  for  insured  persons. 

MORTUARY  AT  NEWPORT. 

Newport. — Dr.  Foster  refers  to  the  thanks  of  medical  men  and  the  general  public  being  due  to  the  Cor- 
poration for  the  provision  of  a long-felt  want — a public  mortuary. 

CINEMA  THEATRES. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  issued  orders  for  these  premises  to  be  periodically  inspected. 

ALLOTMENTS. 

At  Sandown  an  additional  field,  over  five  acres  in  area,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Council  for  allotment 
gardens. 

POOR  LAW  ADMINISTRATION  OF  MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE. 

The  Shanklin  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  it  unsatisfactory  that  the  Poor  Law  Officer  Medical 
should  reside  in  another  town  and  be  so  far  away  for  practical  purposes. 
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H.— Housing. 

No  unhealthy  areas  have  been  declared  in  any  part  of  the  Island. 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  a shortage  of  houses  in  nearly  every  district,  and  such  shortage  must  tend  to' 
overcrowding,  but  as  to  whether  this  is  the  right  time  to  build,  and  as  to  whether  such  buildings,  if  any,  should 
be  done  by  municipal  bodies  or  left  to  private  enterprise,  such  is  the  individual  concern  of  each  sanitary  authority. 
Overcrowding  is  detrimental  to  public  health,  and  from  that  point  of  view  it  should  be  prevented.  With  high 
taxation  and  high  prices  for  materials  and  labour  it  may  be  that  adequate  building  to  meet  the  shortage  due  to 
lack  of  erection  of  new  houses  during  the  war  would  bring  other  evils  in  its  train,  and  that  the  prevention  of 
overcrowding  by  the  building  of  new  dwelling-houses  may  possibly  best  be  left  to  the  ordinary  economic  law 
of  supply  and  demand.  The  Census  recently  taken  (June,  1921)  will  soon  supply  us  with  definite  and  accurate 
information  on  which  further  action  can  be  based,  if  necessary. 

Rural  District. — 709  houses  were  erected  from  1901  to  1910,  and  only  255  between  1911  and  1920.  Nine- 
teen new  working-class  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  It  has  been  decided  to  erect  in  Brighstone  4 houses, 
in  Calbourne  10,  Godshill  4,  Niton  6,  Northwood  2,  Shalfleet  6,  Whippingham  4,  Wroxall  4,  and  in  Yarmouth  8, 
making  a total  of  48  houses.  At  the  present  time  Gatcombe  has  three  houses  overcrowded,  due  to  shortage  of 
housing  accommodation,  but  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  prevent  it. 

The  houses  which  have  actually  been  condemned  and  represented  as  “unfit  for  human  habitation”  have 
been  those  with  seriously  defective  irreparable  roofs,  or  seriously  damp  owing  to  their  situation. 

‘Those  considered  “not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit”  have  had,  in  most  cases,  a considerable  number 
of  minor  defects,  one  of  the  most  frequent  being  that  the  ground  adjoining  one  side  of  the  house  has  been  above 
the  level  of  the  floor. 

Cowes. — The  particulars  relating  to  the  general  housing  conditions  of  the  district  were  fully  set  out  last 
year,  and  apply  generally  to  the  year  1920. 

East  Cowes. — There  is  undoubtedly  a shortage  of  houses  in  the  district,  but  it  is  particularly  difficult  to 
estimate  the  actual  needs  of  the  future  owing  to  the  large  numbers  who  have  ceased  to  be  employed  at  the  ship- 
building yards.  It  has  been  arranged  to  erect  20  working-class  dwellings.  No  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported 
or  discovered  during  the  year.  No  new  working-class  houses  were  erected  during  1920. 

Ryde. — No  new  working-class  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  There  are  now  very  few  empty 
better-class  houses.  Several  have  been  converted  into  flats,  which  are  rapidly  occupied.  There  are  18  unoccupied 
working-class  houses,  but  of  these  16  are  unfit  for  habitation  and  two  are  being  renovated.  Many  young  married 
couples  have  been  unable  to  find  houses,  and  are  living  as  lodgers,  and  a number  of  marriages  have  been  put 
off  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  finding  house  accommodation.  Dr.  Turner  considers  there  is  a real  shortage  of 
working-class  houses — at  least  60,  and  possibly  80. 

The  building  scheme  which  was  adopted  (and  since  abandoned)  only  allowed  for  30  houses,  a number 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considered  inadequate. 

Action  was  taken  in  one  case  of  overcrowding. 

The  dirty  habits  of  tenants  are  responsible  for  the  worst  conditions  found  in  unfit  houses.  In  Sun  Place 
the  roadway,  which  has  never  been  taken  over  by  the  authorities,  is  badly  constructed,  and  so  bad  that  the 
inhabitants  cannot  be  expected  to  keep  their  houses  clean. 

A few  years  ago  all  the  houses  in  this  Place  were  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair  and  cleanliness.  Now 
five  out  of  the  eight  are  again  dirty  and  dilapidated. 

When  equivalent  accommodation  can  be  found,  the  houses  6 — 13,  Buckingham  Road  ought  to  be  condemned, 
and  some  houses  in  St.  Mary’s  Passage  are  worthy  of  condemnation  on  account  of  insufficient  light  and  air  in  the 
front  rooms. 

St.  Helens. — Eight  wooden  and  six  brick  houses  have  been  erected,  or  are  in  course  of  erection.  The 
shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  at  30,  and  24  new  ones  are  contemplated.  Normally  there  is  a certain  amount 
of  overcrowding  in  Oakfield,  and  in  Seaview  and  St.  Helens  during  the  summer.  In  consequence  of  this  shortage, 
and  of  the  impossibility  of  the  tenants  of  overcrowded  houses  being  able  to  move  into  larger  premises,  no  official 
action  has  been  possible. 

The  Medical  Officer  calls  attention  to  the  vast  differences  often  found  in  semi-detached  houses  under 
adjoining  roofs,  one  being  kept  spotlessly  clean,  the  other  dirty  and  untidy,  the  family  conditions  as  to  numbers, 
wage,  and  social  status  being  approximately  the  same. 

The  defects  found  in  houses,  whilst  partly  due  to  lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by  the  owners, 
are  said  to  be  due  however  principally  to  the  expense  of  remedying  them  under  present  conditions  of  labour,  the 
cost  of  materials,  and  the  carelessness  of  tenants. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  unfit  houses. 

The  landlords  of  small  cottage  property  have  done  a considerable  amount  of  repairing  work  during  the 
year,  and  doubtless  much  more  will  be  done  as  the  cost  of  material  decreases. 

Shanklin. — The  only  unoccupied  houses  in  the  District  are  a few  large  houses  that  used  to  be  private 
residences,  and  there  are  no  unoccupied  small  or  medium-sized  houses. 

Ventnor. — The  housing  conditions  of  the  town,  as  a whole,  are  good,  and  at  present  the  houses  are  not 
occupied  to  their  full  capacity.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  brought  to  light.  There  was  not  a great 
deal  of  building  of  new  working-class  dwellings  done  during  the  year,  but  private  enterprise  began  to  open  up  in 
this  direction,  and  several  houses  are  now  in  occupation.  The  supply  exceeds  the  demand,  and  the  population 
has  a tendency  to  decrease  rather  than  increase  at  present. 


Table  H. — Housing  Statistics  for  1920. 
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Rural  District. 

*Cowes. 

East  Cowes. 

*Newport. 

*Ryde. 

*St.  Helens. 
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Inspection — 

Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  

733 

342 

76 

147 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910  ... 

304 

94 

24 

no 

58 

400 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

20 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

206 



15 



33 

— 





Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers 

14 

6 

25 

Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
&c.,  Act,  1919 — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ... 

194 

28 

33 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners 

77 

_ 

20 

_ 

50 



_ 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

0 

— 

0 

— 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  

3 



0 



0 







Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  

0 

60 

0 

0 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied- — 
(a)  By  owners 

0 

50 

0 

51 

25 

_ 

60 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

0 

— 

0 

— 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909 — 

No.  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders  ...  

10 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ... 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been 
rendered  fit 

4 

0 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

0 

0 

1 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders 

0 

— 

0 

1 

— 

— 

0 

— 

— 

No.  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 
erected  with  the  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section 
25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919... 

10 

— 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* In  these  cases  incomplete  or  no  information  has  been  given  in  the  reports  to  enable  the  particulars  to  be  tabulated. 


During  the  year  the  Ventnor  Urban  District  Council  decided  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  issuing  sanitary 
certificates  for  houses. 
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